Dame Caroline Dinenage calls for urgent recognition of UK’s electronic music venues as cultural institutions
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Dame Caroline Dinenage, chairwoman of the Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee, has voiced a significant concern regarding the perception of electronic music and club culture within the UK. Speaking at a recent event organised by the Night Time Industries Association (NTIA) in London, she lamented the nation’s failure to grasp the cultural and economic value of these vibrant cultural hubs, urging for venues to be recognised as "the real cultural institutions that they are."
Damen Caroline articulated that music is a pivotal asset for the UK on the global stage, underscoring the profound importance of the electronic music sector. This sector doesn’t merely contribute to entertainment; it represents a crucial part of the UK’s identity and cultural output. Her comments come at a time when the financial and operational challenges faced by many grassroots music venues are mounting, jeopardising their future.
Recent parliamentary debates have highlighted the plight of these venues, with alarming statistics revealing that over a third have closed their doors in the last two decades. This trend has continued into 2023, with 125 venues ceasing live music altogether within the year. Prominent examples such as Fabric and Ministry of Sound illustrate how these establishments serve as cultural cornerstones, offering not just a space for music, but a community hub for cultural exchange and participation.
The economic pressures facing these venues are stark. Rising rents and surging utility costs, exacerbated by post-pandemic recovery efforts, have made sustainability increasingly difficult. Many venues are finding it harder to keep afloat, which could lead to a significant loss of cultural diversity in UK's music scene. This issue has prompted calls for governmental recognition and support to ensure that the invaluable contributions of electronic music and club culture are adequately acknowledged and protected.
In response to these pressing challenges, initiatives are underway aimed at revitalising the night-time economy. The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, recently announced the establishment of an independent Nightlife Taskforce designed to address various industry challenges—including staffing shortages and licensing issues. This task force is crucial for developing solutions that prioritise the health of the night-time economy in the capital, ensuring that vibrant scenes can continue to thrive amidst adversity.
Meanwhile, the NTIA is gearing up to host Europe’s largest Night Time Economy Summit in Birmingham, which will welcome participants from 20 countries. This summit aims to foster international dialogue and collaboration within the nightlife industry, highlighting the importance of innovation in overcoming obstacles that impede the sector's growth. 
Taking cues from successful models implemented in cities like Greater Manchester and Bristol, the NTIA advocates for the appointment of night-time economy advisors throughout major UK cities. This initiative is seen as vital to support the recovery and sustainability of independent bars, clubs, and live music venues—about 1,200 of which the NTIA currently represents.
Ultimately, the call for recognition of club culture as a legitimate and valuable aspect of the UK's cultural landscape reflects a broader need to safeguard the creative industries. As the sector contributes approximately £125 billion to the economy and employs around 2.3 million people, its health is intrinsically linked to the country’s cultural identity and economic vitality. Only through concerted action and recognition can we ensure that the lifeblood of electronic music and club culture continues to flow, enriching not just our nation’s economy but its heritage and future as well.
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