Mural celebrating Mary Barbour’s legacy unveiled as a beacon for social justice in Govan
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A vibrant mural celebrating the legacy of Mary Barbour was unveiled recently in Govan, Glasgow, marking a significant tribute to a pioneering figure in the struggle for housing rights. Barbour, renowned for orchestrating the 1915 rent strikes, was a formidable advocate for working-class tenants and has since become emblematic of grassroots activism in the city. This new artwork, crafted by the internationally acclaimed muralist Jeks, epitomises Barbour's enduring influence while connecting her activism to contemporary movements for justice and equality.
The mural, commissioned by SWG3’s Yardworks GRID in collaboration with Linthouse Housing Association, is part of a series celebrating the organisation's 50 years of service to social housing in the Govan area. It is also situated within the context of Glasgow's 850th anniversary celebrations, underscoring the city’s historical relationship with grassroots activism. This artwork is one of five new public murals in Govan that contribute to the growing cultural landscape, reiterating the area’s rich heritage and commitment to social justice.
Depicting a modern interpretation of Barbour, the mural features a young woman looking up towards a hopeful future, surrounded by scenes of protest. Elements like an equals sign tattooed on her neck and a thistle motif further signify themes of strength, equality, and Scottish identity. Such details were deliberately chosen to reflect Barbour's own spirit and dedication to equitable rights.
Irene C McFarlane, Chief Executive of Linthouse Housing Association, highlighted the importance of Barbour's contributions to the housing movement, stating, "Her contribution cannot be underestimated as she bravely tackled housing injustice and stood firmly on the side of tenants." This mural serves not only as a reminder of her activism but also complements the existing statue of Mary Barbour unveiled in 2018 at Govan Cross, which commemorates her pivotal role in the 1915 protests against wartime rent hikes.
Barbour's work was instrumental in shaping public policy during a turbulent historical period. Her leadership helped to galvanise tenant resistance, leading to significant legislative changes in government rent laws. The unveiling of both the mural and the statue encapsulates a broader recognition of the essential role women have played in social movements, a narrative that resonates particularly today in light of ongoing discussions about women's rights and representation.
Moreover, the area's dedication to honouring figures like Barbour highlights a conscious community effort to not only celebrate its past but also to inspire future activism. This mural, as part of Yardworks' partnership with Street Art Cities, reinforces Govan's significance in Scotland’s contemporary cultural narrative, positioning it as a hotspot for public art and activism.
As Glasgow continues to honour the contributions of figures like Mary Barbour, it also sets the stage for future generations to engage with their history and advocate for continued social justice and equality. The mural serves as both a powerful reminder of the struggle for housing rights and as a beacon of hope for ongoing movements aimed at achieving equality for all.
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