Eurovision 2025 sparks uproar over alleged censorship of booing during Israeli performance
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At the 2025 Eurovision Song Contest, the performance by Israeli singer Yuval Raphael has ignited significant controversy following allegations of audience censorship during the broadcast. During her rendition of "New Day Will Rise" in the semi-finals, viewers expressed concerns that the audience's booing was deliberately minimised or drowned out, creating a disparity between the live experience and the televised version. Many took to social media to voice their frustrations, claiming that the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) had altered the audio to obscure dissent. One critical commentator noted, "Eurovision adding crowd noise over Israel's performance so viewers can't hear the booing," highlighting a sentiment echoed by numerous observers.
Despite these accusations, the EBU has firmly denied the claims. A spokesperson asserted, “We heard no booing during Yuval’s performance tonight and we have had no reports of booing either. The atmosphere stayed positive and celebratory throughout!” Martin Green CBE, the director of the Eurovision Song Contest, added that fans had shown commendable enthusiasm, indicating an overall supportive atmosphere in the arena.
This year's Eurovision has unfolded against a backdrop of international scrutiny and political tensions, particularly regarding Israel's actions in the ongoing Gaza conflict. Palestinian health authorities report that over 52,800 people, primarily women and children, have lost their lives since the escalation began following a Hamas attack on October 7, 2023, which resulted in approximately 1,200 Israeli fatalities. This context has stirred profound backlash against Israel's participation in the contest, with calls from over 70 former contestants urging the disqualification of Israel and its national broadcaster, KAN, from the event.
The protest atmosphere escalated at a recent rehearsal, where six audience members were ejected for their vocal dissent, brandishing Palestinian flags and whistles. Swiss broadcaster SRG SSR confirmed that these individuals were swiftly removed to maintain the show’s integrity, emphasising their commitment to a neutral, safe environment for all participants.
Raphael, a survivor of the attacks that have sparked international outrage, had anticipated opposition during her performance. “I am expecting to be booed. But we are here to sing and I'm going to sing my heart out for everyone,” she told the BBC prior to taking the stage, showcasing her resilience amid adversity. Her song is infused with messages of hope, intending to transcend the turmoil surrounding the competition.
The setting for Eurovision in Basel has heightened the contest's complexities, with local Swiss groups rallying against Israel's involvement. The presence of organisations such as Basel for Palestine underscores the growing movement calling for increased sensitivity regarding Israel's actions amid allegations of human rights violations. The overall sentiment has been one of division, with protests occurring alongside supportive demonstrations aimed at addressing issues of antisemitism.
As the competition progresses toward the Grand Final, scheduled for May 17, the atmosphere remains charged. While some artists and public figures continue to advocate for boycotts and disqualification of Israel from Eurovision, the EBU maintains that the event should remain apolitical, arguing that the competition represents a platform for cultural expression and unity.
The juxtaposition of music and politics at Eurovision 2025 reflects the increasing intersectionality of cultural events with global issues, leaving organisers to navigate the complexities of performance, audience sentiment, and political advocacy in a fraught international landscape.
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