Alexa Chung champions classic elegance amid Cannes’ new dress code rules
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As the 2023 Cannes Film Festival unfolds, celebrities have once again captured the world’s attention with their striking fashion choices, and none more so than Alexa Chung. The model and television personality made a memorable appearance in a stunning black gown that evoked the glamour of Old Hollywood. This figure-hugging creation, characterised by a long flowing underskirt, paid homage to the classic styles popularised by designers like Dior in the 1950s, blending timeless elegance with contemporary flair.
Chung, who is now 41, further accentuated her sophisticated look with a pair of large silver statement earrings and opted for minimal makeup complemented by a dark cat eye, enhancing her naturally glamorous appearance. Her hairstyle featured soft waves that cascaded down her shoulders, finishing off the ensemble with an effortless yet polished vibe. Adding to the allure were silver bracelets that drew attention to her enviable waistline, seamlessly integrating classic elements into her modern persona.
Interestingly, Chung's appearance came on the heels of the Cannes festival's newly instituted ban on 'risqué' outfits, which has become a topic of significant conversation this year. According to the festival's guidelines, designed 'for the sake of decency', nudity in any form is prohibited on the red carpet. This rule follows a year marked by controversy, particularly surrounding outfits like the transparent attire worn by Bianca Censori at the 2025 Grammy Awards, which stirred considerable debate. The festival’s organisers are adamant that all attendees, including the stars, adhere to this more conservative dress code that prioritises traditional elegance over provocative displays.
The shift in dress code standards at Cannes has sparked varying opinions. Some view it as a necessary move towards maintaining the event's sophisticated legacy, while others perceive it as an infringement on personal expression. This year, guests are encouraged to adopt a more formal style, favouring elegant gowns, tailored suits, and classic cocktail dresses. While the implications of this policy remain to be seen, it is indicative of a broader cultural conversation regarding appropriateness and the evolving landscape of celebrity fashion.
Cannes has historically been a platform for showcasing exquisite fashion and has seen its fair share of iconic moments. Following this tradition, Chung is not alone in her stylistic choices at this year’s festival. Various celebrities, such as Michelle Yeoh, Salma Hayek, and Naomi Campbell, have dazzled in stunning black ensembles, showcasing the colour’s versatility and elegance in evening wear. Yeoh’s sparkling black dress and Hayek’s long-sleeved gown adorned with sparkle further emphasise the allure of sophisticated attire in the festival's hallowed halls.
With its demanding schedule of high-profile film screenings and events held at the Grand Auditorium Louis Lumière, the festival continues to attract a wide array of attendees who converge to celebrate both cinema and fashion. As the red carpet serves as the ultimate backdrop for stars to present their sartorial statements, the increasing call for decency may redefine the benchmarks for glamour at such a prestigious event. 
Despite any new restrictions, Alexa Chung’s chic and glamorous appearance serves as a reminder that classic elegance can continue to shine amidst shifting norms, ensuring her place among the festival's most talked-about fashion icons.
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