Cannes Film Festival introduces stricter dress code amid star-studded Bono premiere
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At the Cannes Film Festival, the glamour of Hollywood was on full display as Amal Clooney, Kristen Stewart, and Helena Christensen graced the red carpet for the premiere of Bono's film, Bono: Stories of Surrender. Amal Clooney captured the essence of old Hollywood style in a stunning black gown characterised by a sweetheart neckline and a billowing train. The celebrated human rights lawyer and wife of George Clooney, aged 47, elegantly styled her hair in loose waves and complemented her look with striking silver drop earrings, making her presence a highlight of the evening.
Kristen Stewart opted for a modern twist on classic attire, donning a chic white blazer paired with a matching mini skirt. The actress, known for her role in Twilight, accessorised her outfit with a white shirt and a short black tie, enhancing her ensemble with black heels and a playful touch of pink socks. This combination of sophistication and casual flair reflected her unique style, contributing to the high-profile atmosphere of the event.
Helena Christensen, the Danish supermodel, showcased her own interpretation of elegance in an off-white dress, accentuated by a pale pink feathered jacket and a coordinating clutch. The 56-year-old model wore her hair in a sleek updo, highlighted her features with a bold gold necklace, and exuded confidence and poise on the carpet.
Alongside these fashion icons, Bono, real name Paul Hewson, made a sophisticated appearance in a classic black suit, joined by his U2 bandmate The Edge. Their camaraderie was evident as they engaged with photographers, embodying the celebratory spirit of the night. Actor Sean Penn also added to the star-studded lineup, cutting a suave figure in his tailored ensemble. The film presented a candid look into Bono's life, delving into the influences that shaped him as a son, father, husband, activist, and rock star.
The festival this year not only spotlighted the creativity of its attendees but also instituted new regulations regarding dress code to uphold a certain decorum on the red carpet. In a bold move, organisers announced that nudity and outfits with large trains would be prohibited. This decision aims to retain a sense of decency in line with the festival's traditional values, indicating a shift in how high-profile events approach fashion norms. The guidelines outlined in the festival-goers charter highlight expectations for formal attire—requiring suits, evening gowns, and dressy outfits while discouraging the provocative garments that have increasingly dominated past red carpets.
While Cannes has historically been a platform for extravagant fashion statements, the introduction of this more conservative dress code reflects growing awareness and an intent to foster an environment that prioritises sophistication and respect. Although the decision has stirred discussions within the fashion community, it marks a significant pivot for a festival often scrutinised for its sartorial choices.
As attendees converged for exclusive screenings across the festival's busy two-week programme, the conversation surrounding fashion and its implications remained a touchstone of the event, echoing the intricate relationship between cinema, culture, and celebrity.
The night was yet another testament to the festival's capacity to blend cinematic art with glitz and glamour, while the new rules signal a desire for a respectful and poised atmosphere at one of the world's most talked-about film gatherings.
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