Bono’s documentary premieres to standing ovation at Cannes, hailed for immersive storytelling
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Bono made a radiant entrance at the 78th Cannes Film Festival for the premiere of his new documentary, Bono: Stories of Surrender, a highlight of the prestigious event that celebrates global cinema. The U2 frontman, aged 65, basked in the adulation of an enthusiastic audience, which rewarded his film with a remarkable seven-minute standing ovation—a testament to both his star power and the film’s emotional resonance.
The day following this triumph, Bono exuded joy and confidence, sporting his signature orange-tinted sunglasses and a sleek black suit. His playful camaraderie with fans captured the attention of onlookers, showcasing a man at ease and visibly inspired by the warm reception.
Bono: Stories of Surrender, set to stream on Apple TV+ from May 30, delves deeply into the personal narrative of Bono’s life, drawing from his bestselling memoir, Surrender: 40 Songs, One Story. The film is not just a documentary; it is an introspective journey that intertwines his relationships, faith, and activism with the illustrious saga of U2. Directed by Andrew Dominik and aligned with the innovative spirit of Apple, the documentary is being hailed as a groundbreaking entry into immersive storytelling, particularly with its availability in Apple Immersive Video for the Vision Pro headset.
During his speech at Cannes, Bono expressed sincere gratitude while playfully acknowledging his linguistic shortcomings by vowing to learn French for next year’s festival. “I'm not a Frenchman. I'm an Irishman. I'm not even a self-made man,” he quipped, illustrating his ability to connect with the audience while giving a nod to his roots. He further referenced the collaborative nature of his journey with U2, crediting his bandmates and the team behind the film for their roles in crafting his story. 
In the film, viewers can expect an unfiltered glimpse into the complexities of his life, from the joys and challenges of fatherhood to his commitment to global issues like poverty and human rights. Bono has long utilised his platform for activism, and in recent interviews, he has voiced concerns about the state of global affairs, particularly the implications of rising nationalism and the rollback of humanitarian aid, a stance he articulated in the context of President Trump's foreign policy. These issues align poignantly with themes explored in the documentary, reflecting his belief in the moral imperative of hope amidst adversity.
The Cannes Film Festival, often described as the "Olympics of cinema," attracts filmmakers and artists from around the world, showcasing powerful narratives that often provoke critical dialogues regarding the current global climate. This year's festival opened under the shadow of anticipated tariffs on international films, proposed by the Trump administration, raising alarms about the future of creative expression and collaboration across borders. Nevertheless, the spotlight remained on artistic ingenuity and the celebration of film as a unifying medium.
As attendees gathered in the Grand Auditorium Louis Lumière, new regulations aimed at promoting a more conservative dress code were also put in place, aiming to curtail the increasingly provocative fashion trend seen on the red carpet. This year promises a refined atmosphere where artistry and decency coalesce against a backdrop of high-profile premieres, as filmmakers like Scarlett Johansson and Tom Cruise prepare to unveil their directorial exploits.
Bono: Stories of Surrender is expected to be more than just another documentary; it is a testament to a life lived in the intersection of music and activism, offering a narrative that encourages reflection on personal and collective journeys. The commentary it provides—about love, loss, and resilience—aims to inspire both fans of U2 and newcomers alike, reaffirming Bono’s longstanding role as an influential voice in contemporary culture.
As the festival draws to a close, attention will turn towards the reception of Bono’s film on a global stage, where it will join the ranks of influential documentaries and dramatic features presented in this illustrious setting.
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