Daisy Edgar-Jones shines amid Cannes’ new dress code and political tensions
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Daisy Edgar-Jones made a striking entrance at the 78th Cannes Film Festival, showcasing her toned legs in a chic ensemble featuring tiny linen shorts from Gucci. The actress, known for her acclaimed role in "Normal People," completed her look with strappy white heels and a fashionable mini handbag as she made her way to her hotel in the sun-soaked South of France.
This year’s Cannes Film Festival is underscored by significant changes and challenges within the film industry. Among these, the festival is characterised by new nudity rules, aimed at curbing the trend of provocative red carpet outfits that have garnered both attention and controversy in previous years. Organisers have stipulated that “for decency reasons” nudity is prohibited in all areas of the festival, including the iconic red carpet. This move suggests a pivot towards more conventional attire, as the event expects attendees to favour sophisticated looks over ostentatious displays.
Compounding the atmosphere of anticipation and tension this year is the backdrop of international relations, particularly the recent announcement by former President Donald Trump on May 4 regarding significant tariffs on foreign films. Although the White House indicated that no final decisions have been made, the spectre of potential 100% tariffs has sent ripples through Hollywood, reminding filmmakers and distributors of the precarious position of the film industry amid political turbulence. Brazilian director Kleber Mendonça Filho reflected on the pressure of premiering films in such a high-stakes environment, likening it to "approaching a roller coaster" due to its intensity.
Historically, the Cannes Film Festival has been a sanctuary for cinematic excellence, emerging from the shadows of World War II as an alternative to the Venice Film Festival. Its commitment to showcasing diverse cinematic talents has made it a pivotal event for filmmakers worldwide. This year, alongside Edgar-Jones, notable first-time filmmakers such as Kristen Stewart and Scarlett Johansson will be unveiling their directorial debuts, signalling a new wave of creative voices seeking recognition within the illustrious festival framework.
The festival is also undergoing broader cultural shifts, particularly in light of recent convictions and accusations within the French film industry. In a significant moment of accountability, actor Gérard Depardieu received an 18-month suspended sentence for sexual assault, while actor Théo Navarro-Mussy was barred from attending Cannes despite having charges against him dropped. These incidents highlight a noteworthy movement in France—a country that has long struggled with reconciling artistic merit with personal conduct.
As the bustling atmosphere of Cannes unfolds over the two-week period that gathers filmmakers, critics, and celebrities alike, the spotlight is not merely on the films being screened but also on the evolving cultural narrative that surrounds the festival. Attendees are expected to respect the new dress regulations while navigating the intricate dynamics of a film industry that is both venerable and vulnerable.
With the glittering Palais des Festivals as a backdrop, hope remains that Cannes will continue to be a fertile ground for cinematic achievements while responding to the pressing societal issues that resonate within the halls of the film community, both in France and beyond.
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