Dan Kitchener’s Tokyo-inspired mural transforms Big Beach Café into a vibrant cultural landmark
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Street artist Dan Kitchener has recently unveiled a vibrant mural at the Big Beach Café in Hove, which is renowned for its proximity to the seaside and its unique community spirit. The mural, rich in electric colours and dynamic forms, draws inspiration from the bustling streets of Tokyo, encapsulating Kitchener's adoration for the city he has visited on seven occasions. His work is a modern interpretation of a fluorescent cityscape adorned with the familiar sights of Japan, such as colourful umbrellas, the radiant glow of neon lights, and an iconic Japanese taxi. Kitchener remarked, “In a relatively small space on the side of the café, I wanted to take the viewer into the streets of a night in Tokyo, the energy and bustle, and the beauty and lights and colours.”
The mural adds a permanent artistic feature to the café, which has emerged as a cultural hotspot under its famous owner, DJ Fatboy Slim, whose real name is Norman Cook. Recognised not only for his contributions to music but also for his passion for public art, Cook described Kitchener as a "gifted and internationally established street artist" and highlighted their personal friendship, stating, “I think you will agree it beautifies the place.” This connection between art and community is not new to Cook, who opened the café in 2013 with a vision of creating a space that served high-quality, reasonably priced food while fostering a relaxed and inclusive atmosphere. The café features an appealing menu that includes gourmet burgers and locally sourced dishes, aiming to promote a community-centered dining experience.
The mural's unveiling coincided with a resurgence of public art initiatives in various locales, reflecting a growing appreciation for street art as a legitimate form of cultural expression. Unlike traditional fine art confined to galleries, Kitchener's work invites passersby to engage with creativity in their daily lives. Cook has been a prominent advocate for public art, previously showcasing his commitment through fundraising events, including a significant gathering in 2022 that raised over £1,300 for the Motor Neurone Disease Association. Such community-focused activities highlight the café's role not just as a dining establishment but as a hub for social engagement and artistic collaboration.
Despite its recent artistic advancements, the café is also navigating challenges. In October 2024, it faced scrutiny after receiving a one-star hygiene rating, prompting management to take immediate actions to rectify the issues, which included addressing pest problems. Cook has expressed his deep commitment to maintaining high standards, ensuring the safety and satisfaction of patrons.
The importance of such cultural contributions cannot be overstated. They bring vibrancy to the local area and foster community ties while offering artists like Dan Kitchener a broader audience for their work. Kitchener’s mural stands not only as a testament to his artistic prowess but also as an emblem of Hove's evolving identity, where public art thrives alongside commitment to community and quality. Through this collaborative effort, the Big Beach Café continues to breathe life into the artistic landscape of Hove, celebrating both local and international influences.
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