Eva from Eva & Adele passes away, ending 34-year avant-garde art journey
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The art world is mourning the loss of Eva, one half of the avant-garde performance art duo Eva & Adele, whose innovative contributions have captivated audiences since their inception. Her partner, Adele, announced her passing via a heartfelt Instagram post, stating, “Eva returned to the future today. She has left this world and stepped on to the eternal stage. Her faith in the power of art was never-ending.” 
Since 1991, the pair have made a significant mark on the Berlin art scene with their striking aesthetic—shaven heads and vibrant, often surreal costumes, which they described as a performance that transcends traditional boundaries. They proclaimed that “wherever we are is museum,” a philosophy that encapsulated their commitment to art as a continuous living entity rather than a mere performance fixed in time. This ethos was exemplified when Adele remarked in a 2011 interview, “We don’t just go and do a performance in a gallery and then stop being Eva & Adele afterwards.”
Although the couple never disclosed their real names or ages, they created an enduring narrative that defined their identities through the duration of their relationship, which spanned over three decades. Eva and Adele’s Munich-based gallerist Nicole Gnesa noted that “after 34 years, one month, and 10 days, the longest performance in the world has come to an end today.” This intertwining of personal and professional identity has resonated deeply, underscoring their unique standing within the art community.
In the United Kingdom, they gained notable recognition for their whimsical appearances as The Eggheads on Channel 4’s late 90s programme, Eurotrash, delivering a series of sketches that blended surrealism with entertainment. “It was video art,” Eva asserted, referencing the significant viewership and cultural impact their performances achieved, “video art but for six million viewers.” 
The circumstances of Eva’s passing are deeply poignant. She died in the presence of Adele at their home in Berlin’s Charlottenburg district after undergoing surgery on her lumbar spine. In the wake of this loss, Adele has vowed to honour Eva’s legacy through her art, stating her intention to continue working on a long-term project spanning 201 canvases. “Eva told me… ‘Please keep on working,’” Adele recounted, highlighting the profound bond and shared aspirations that defined their partnership.
Eva & Adele were more than artists; they were cultural icons who challenged gender norms and conventional artistry. Their engagement with themes of identity and performance art has had lasting implications, particularly within the LGBTQ+ community. Their marriage in 2011 followed Eva's legal gender change, symbolising a commitment to both their personal and artistic identities, and their work continues to inspire discussions around gender freedom and representation.
Their collective journey has not only reshaped the contemporary art landscape but has also served as a beacon for many artists exploring similar themes of self-expression and identity. As the art world reflects on Eva’s indelible impact, her legacy will undoubtedly continue to inspire new generations to engage with the transformative power of art.
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