James Corden and Ruth Jones confirm Gavin & Stacey has officially ended after 17 years
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James Corden and Ruth Jones, the creative forces behind the beloved sitcom Gavin & Stacey, have firmly announced that they have closed the chapter on their acclaimed series. Speaking at the 2025 Hay Festival of Literature and Arts, they reflected on the show's journey and its recent conclusion, providing insights into their decision to step away from the series, which has captivated audiences for nearly two decades.
Attendees were eager to discuss the sitcom, particularly in light of its sizeable Christmas Day special broadcast last year, which attracted over 12 million viewers. The emotional finale was widely praised for elegantly resolving character arcs, notably the relationship between Smithy and Nessa. Jones expressed satisfaction with the finale, affirming there was “no better way” for the story to conclude. She added, “It’s been the most glorious journey, 17 years. We’re so lucky to have the friendships that we formed and the experiences together.” Her return to writing novels highlights a new chapter in her career, with her upcoming work By Your Side set to explore themes of connection and community.
During their discussion, moderator Jay Hunt prompted the audience to signal their desire for additional episodes of Gavin & Stacey, inciting a wave of enthusiastic responses. Yet both Corden and Jones articulated a resolute stance on the show's finale. Corden remarked, “It's impossible that we could go back and carry on. We’re too proud of it.” This sentiment reflects their commitment to the integrity of the characters and narrative they nurtured.
The duo also spoke about the 25-year friendship that underpinned both their personal lives and professional collaborations. Their candid reflections not only shed light on the creative process behind Gavin & Stacey but also offer a glimpse into the enduring nature of their partnership. They will further explore this dynamic in their upcoming book, When Gavin Met Stacey and Everything in Between: A Story of Love and Friendship, which delves into the challenges and triumphs they faced in bringing the series to life.
The Hay Festival itself continues to be a significant platform for cultural dialogue, bringing together prominent figures across various disciplines to foster discussions that resonate with contemporary societal themes. Corden and Jones’s appearance is part of a broader lineup that includes well-known personalities such as Mary Trump and Michael Sheen, highlighting the festival's commitment to addressing both artistic and social narratives.
In recognition of their contributions to television, Corden and Jones were recently awarded the Judges' Award at the Royal Television Society (RTS) Programme Awards. This accolade underscores their impact on the industry, celebrating the innovative storytelling that characterised Gavin & Stacey.
As they prepare to embark on new creative ventures, Corden and Jones leave behind a legacy that has not only entertained millions but has also cultivated authentic connections among its audience. Their decision to conclude the series resonates with the understanding that certain stories, once told, stand as cherished memories rather than endless sequels. 
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