Jeremy Clarkson’s innovative drinking game at The Farmer’s Dog clears licensing hurdles amid ongoing local disputes
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In the idyllic Cotswolds, Jeremy Clarkson’s latest venture, The Farmer’s Dog, has become a focal point of both culinary experience and public scrutiny. The establishment, which has gained considerable attention since its opening, recently made headlines due to a unique drinking game that attracted both enthusiastic patrons and regulatory scrutiny. The game, ingeniously named the 'beer puppeteer,' involves participants using a complex harness to swing a pint of beer towards their mouths, while their hands remain off-limits. This whimsical competition was viewed by over 18,800 people on the pub's Instagram, showcasing a fun yet risky approach to drinking.
However, the merry atmosphere was dampened by a complaint that prompted local police to investigate potential breaches of alcohol licensing laws. The claim suggested that the game encouraged irresponsible drinking. Following a review, West Oxfordshire District Council, alongside police officials, concluded that the game posed no significant risks and was, in fact, a promotional feature for the pub. Andrea Thomas, the council's licensing officer, stated, “We do not deem it as irresponsible, rather part of promotion for the establishment which does not impact the licence.” Such a response reflects a growing appreciation for the lighter side of pub culture in the region.
Clarkson’s enterprises, however, have not been devoid of contention. The former Top Gear presenter is also embroiled in ongoing disputes concerning planning issues related to expanded car parking at The Farmer's Dog. Local councils have raised concerns about increased traffic and potential risks to historic sites, framing the discussion around the challenges of modernising traditional establishments while preserving their local integrity. In contrast, Clarkson's planning agent insists that the modifications sought are minor and fall within permitted development rights, aiming to alleviate congestion that has plagued the adjacent Diddly Squat Farm.
Despite these challenges, Clarkson remains committed to making his pub a representation of local produce, including initiatives like offering farmers complimentary pints. His intention to enhance the pub experience is evidenced by plans to build a bar and outdoor tent, which would further bolster its draw among locals and tourists alike. This focus on operational expansion speaks to Clarkson’s desire to integrate his ventures within the community, albeit amidst the scrutiny and high costs of running such an establishment, compounded by incidents like the theft of branded pint glasses.
Indeed, The Farmer's Dog has faced operational difficulties, including significant losses attributed to patrons absconding with its glassware. The frustrations that Clarkson has aired regarding these thefts underscore the financial pressures that hospitality businesses face, particularly in a rural setting where logistical challenges are exacerbated by limited resources. The introduction of new branded beer mats reflects his proactive approach to curtailing theft and ensuring the pub remains a sustainable venture.
Interestingly, these issues extend beyond mere finances; local safety concerns also occasionally arise, as evidenced by warnings from police regarding local horse-drawn cart races held in proximity to the pub. These events not only bring a festive atmosphere but also a reminder of the challenges in managing large gatherings to ensure public safety—a balancing act that Clarkson, in his foray into the hospitality industry, must navigate carefully.
As Clarkson continues to build his empire in the Cotswolds, his dual role as a beloved entertainer and a local entrepreneur finds itself at the intersection of fun and responsibility. Whether through unique drinking games or ambitious community plans, his ventures remain emblematic of a broader trend in the hospitality industry that embraces creativity while striving to meet regulatory demands.
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