Greenwich Dog Show wows with Bridgerton-themed costumes at historic naval college
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The recent Greenwich Dog Show took on a delightful and whimsical theme, celebrating the world of "Bridgerton" through a vibrant day filled with canine creativity and dress-up. Held on May 25 at the picturesque Old Royal Naval College, this annual event attracted dog lovers and their four-legged companions from across the United Kingdom. From pooches in extravagant attire to gourmet bakeries catering to their tastes, the day promised unforgettable entertainment for all.
The eight-hour extravaganza embraced "all dogs, big and small, well-behaved or wonderfully mischievous." Categories such as 'Waggiest Tail', 'Handsome Hound', and 'Cutest Pup' allowed a diverse range of breeds to shine, while the freshly introduced 'Best Bridgerton Lookalike' category stole the spotlight. This thematic nod to the college's role as a filming location for the popular Netflix series, which showcases opulence and Regency-era fashion, encouraged participants to don elaborate outfits reminiscent of the era. Some dogs wandered the grounds in traditional wigs and gowns, evoking the glamour of French aristocracy, further accentuated by their owners' commitment to the theme.
With a blend of excitement and competitive spirit, Scottish television presenter Jodie McCallum and actress Charity Wakefield were among the notable judges, lending their expertise to evaluate the contestants. Photographs and videos shared widely online captured the joy and eccentricity of the event, with participants sporting eye-catching costumes that included poufy dresses, elegant suits, and a variety of accessories. Notably, a giant schnauzer named Mr. Darbyshire swept the competition as the 'Best Dressed Pooch', while French bulldog Charlotte showcased her charm in a Bridgerton-inspired ensemble featuring a pink dress and a traditional wig.
Beyond the competition, attendees indulged in an array of activities, from an Urban Food Festival to arts and crafts designed for canine and human enjoyment alike. The atmosphere was marked by laughter and applause as families revelled in the community spirit surrounding the event. This year, the show also included a dog-friendly afternoon tea, popular not just for the canine participants but for their enthusiastic owners engaging in a delightful day out.
Significantly, all proceeds from the event were directed towards the Greenwich Foundation, a charity aiming to conserve the historic Old Royal Naval College for future generations. This UNESCO World Heritage Site, celebrated for its Baroque architectural splendour, has played host to numerous illustrious films and television series over the years. With over 200 productions filmed there, including "Bridgerton", the college remains a central figure in London's cinematic history. The site recently launched interactive tours, such as “Wigs, Weddings, Powder and Palaces,” which offer guests behind-the-scenes insights into these famed productions, further highlighting its cultural significance.
As the day concluded, winning pups celebrated with victory dances, reflecting the event's community spirit and the shared joy that dogs can bring to people's lives. With a growing reputation and enthusiastic participation, the Greenwich Dog Show presents an endearing fusion of competition and creativity, promising to remain a highlight in the calendars of dog lovers and trendsetters alike. With many already anticipating next year’s event, it's clear that the love for all things canine, combined with a dash of Regency flair, makes for an enchanting collaboration that continues to delight in Greenwich.
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