James Brunt launches Art in Nature festival with mandala at Waddesdon Manor
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In a vibrant celebration of creativity and nature, renowned land artist James Brunt has unveiled a striking mandala at Waddesdon Manor in Buckinghamshire. This impressive artwork, crafted over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend, can be found on the estate's south lawn, where it harmonises with the picturesque landscape. Known for his innovative use of materials, Brunt employed diluted water-based pitch marker paint to bring this circular design—a form commonly seen across various artistic and spiritual traditions—into being.
The creation of the mandala marks the commencement of the 'Art in Nature' festival, an initiative dedicated to showcasing environmental art. Running from May 28 to June 1, this festival not only spotlights Brunt's work but also features a collective of land and environmental artists from across the UK. Participants can expect a diverse range of activities, from artist-led workshops to collaborative art projects, fostering a connection between nature and creativity.
The festival encourages visitors to immerse themselves in this artistic experience, allowing both children and adults to engage with the artists and their processes. There are opportunities to join in on making land art, attend free Q&A sessions, and even participate in masterclasses aimed at honing creative skills. "Art in Nature is an invitation for everyone, young and old, to come along, get involved, and get creative in this beautiful outdoor setting," Brunt remarked, highlighting the inclusive nature of the event.
Pippa Shirley, director of Waddesdon, echoed Brunt's sentiment, expressing her enthusiasm about the project. She noted the estate's unique landscape serves as an inspiring backdrop for artists while reinforcing the environmental themes inherent in the works being produced. "In its celebration of natural materials, it also highlights the ephemeral nature and fragility of the environment," she said, underscoring the critical message of sustainability that permeates the festival.
Furthermore, the 'Art in Nature' festival is just one of several creative initiatives hosted at Waddesdon Manor, which is known for its commitment to environmental awareness and artistic expression. The estate frequently hosts a variety of events, from bird festivals featuring interactive installations to immersive experiences like Colourscape, which enhance visitor engagement with the natural world.
With its blend of artistic endeavour and environmental stewardship, the 'Art in Nature' festival at Waddesdon Manor stands as a testament to the beauty of collaboration between art and nature, inviting the community to participate and witness the transformation of the landscape into a living gallery.
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