Julien’s Auctions to showcase over 200 Princess Diana wardrobe pieces including wedding gown and Lady Dior bag
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Julien's Auctions is making headlines as they prepare to exhibit and auction off an extensive collection of Princess Diana's wardrobe, comprising over 200 iconic pieces. These items range from her celebrated wedding gown to daily wear that encapsulates her unique style. Set against the backdrop of the auction house's previous successes with high-profile personalities like Hugh Hefner and Marilyn Monroe, this auction marks a poignant tribute to the late princess who continues to captivate public interest and affection decades after her passing.
The auction collection follows a remarkable series of sales, including a record-setting gown that sold for $1.14 million in 2023 and other memorable pieces that have fetched impressive prices in earlier auctions. Dedicating a portion of the proceeds to Muscular Dystrophy UK adds a charitable aspect to the event, reinforcing Diana’s legacy as the "People's Princess" who was known for her compassion and charitable work. Martin Nolan, co-founder and executive director of Julien's Auctions, expressed particular enthusiasm for notable pieces like the Lady Dior bag and the striking “Caring” dress by Bellville Sassoon, both of which are expected to garner substantial bids, potentially reaching upwards of $200,000.
Among the highlighted items is the silk floral dress from 1988, which Diana famously donned while performing hospital visits, earning it the affectionate moniker the Caring dress. Nolan noted its significance, stressing how its "vibrant color" endeared her to children. Items like the brightly coloured outfit consistently featured in her engagements, shaped her public identity, and are a testament to her role in bridging the royal family with the public.
Other notable pieces set for auction include a striking Scarlet Nylon ski suit, estimated to sell for $30,000 to $50,000, which showcases Diana's flair for fashion even in casual settings. Additionally, a yellow floral silk outfit designed by Bruce Oldfield—an ensemble worn at the Royal Ascot in 1987—is anticipated to achieve a price tag between $100,000 and $200,000. The combination of celebrity, nostalgia, and royal heritage surrounding these items positions this auction as one of the most anticipated events for collectors and admirers alike.
In the realm of accessories, the black Lady Dior Lambskin Handbag is a highlight. Originally known as the Chouchou, it was gifted to Diana by Bernadette Chirac, then First Lady of France, before it became associated with her timeless elegance. This transformation not only underscores Diana’s influence on fashion but also exemplifies how her choices have had a lasting impact on high fashion, making Dior a favoured house among royal circles.
The auction is poised to run from May 19 through June 26, with advanced exhibitions prior to the sale set to elevate the excitement and anticipation. Fans and collectors will have the rare opportunity to witness and potentially acquire a piece of history that celebrates a woman who changed perceptions of royalty and personal style, while also honouring the social causes she passionately supported.
As the date draws closer, the anticipation surrounding this auction cements Princess Diana's enduring legacy, intertwined with generosity, warmth, and remarkable style that continues to inspire generations. 
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