Kneecap removed from TRNSMT amid police and political safety concerns
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Controversial Irish rap group Kneecap has been removed from the lineup of the popular TRNSMT Festival in Glasgow due to concerns raised by police regarding public safety. The band announced on their social media platforms that they could no longer perform at the festival, expressing regret to fans who had already purchased tickets, flights, and accommodation to see them. They reiterated their long history of performing in Glasgow, stating, “Glasgow has always been a huge city for us... we’ve played there many, many times, with no issues—ever.”
Kneecap's exclusion from TRNSMT follows troubling scrutiny linked to one of their members, Liam O’Hanna, who faces a court appearance next month for allegedly displaying a Hezbollah flag during a show in London. This incident has drawn intense media attention and public outcry. The police expressed that they had significant concerns about the potential audience reaction to Kneecap's performance, necessitating a large police presence to ensure safety at the event.
First Minister John Swinney has also voiced his concerns, suggesting that the band’s provocative comments, which appear to endorse the actions of groups such as Hamas, warranted their removal from the festival. Recently, a video surfaced in which a band member reportedly shouted, “The only good Tory is a dead Tory. Kill your local MP,” leading to further scrutiny from both law enforcement and political figures. A spokesperson for Police Scotland indicated that the decision regarding the festival lineup lies with its organisers, although police had not been consulted beforehand and had expressed their apprehensions based on public feedback.
Kneecap, known for their politically charged lyrics and robust advocacy for Irish identity, has faced accusations of pro-terrorism messaging but contests that their music is often misrepresented. The group asserts that their political expressions should not silence their artistic freedom. In the face of increasing criticism from UK lawmakers and public figures, they defended their stance, maintaining that their comments have been taken out of context. Kneecap stated that they do not endorse violence against civilians and condemned any attacks directed towards them or their families.
Despite the controversy, Kneecap’s schedule includes prominent upcoming performances, including a show at Glasgow’s O2 Academy, which they aim to fill following the festival’s cancellation. This venue is well-regarded for its vibrant atmosphere and excellent acoustics, suggesting a potential recalibration of their fan base in the wake of TRNSMT's cancellation. The band's emergence as significant cultural figures has been underscored by the success of their recent semi-autobiographical film, which gained recognition at the Sundance Film Festival and received an Oscar shortlist mention.
As Kneecap navigates the complexities of public and political sentiment, their future at major UK music festivals remains precarious. Their experience raises broader questions about the boundaries of artistic expression, particularly when art intersects with explosive political discourse.
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