Sequins step into summer casual with Wales Bonner and Adidas’ new sneaker
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Summer fashion is taking a bold turn this year with an unexpected trend: sequins. Traditionally associated with festive occasions, they have made their way into the realm of everyday style, as evidenced by high-profile appearances at the Cannes Film Festival. Both Dakota Johnson and Daisy Edgar-Jones graced the red carpet wearing sequined gowns from Gucci, suggesting a newfound versatility for this embellishment usually reserved for evening wear. However, the latest collaboration between Wales Bonner and Adidas has elevated this trend beyond formal events, introducing sequined footwear designed to flaunt confidence in casual settings.
This collaboration marks a significant shift for Wales Bonner, renowned for her rich storytelling and deep cultural resonances through fashion. The introduction of the WB Karintha sneaker—a departure from reimagining classic Adidas silhouettes—underscores her innovative approach. For the Spring/Summer 2025 collection, Wales Bonner has unveiled a completely new silhouette, the WB Karintha, available in two striking fabrications: a sumptuous toffee-hued suede and a bold, chocolate-coloured satin adorned with sequins. This design not only reflects the playful infusion of glamour into summer styles but also aligns with the brand’s ethos of casual luxury.
The sneaker itself features a low profile and a wrap-around sole, adorned with the iconic three-stripe insignia synonymous with Adidas heritage. The sequined version stands out for its captivating finish, catching the light and refracting shades of black, brown, silver, and gold. This dynamic upper is complemented by subtle matte brown textile overlays, creating an aesthetic reminiscent of Y2K-era design. The incorporation of such elements speaks to a nostalgic yet modern interpretation, appealing to those who appreciate both contemporary style and nostalgic influence.
The trend has already made considerable waves, with reports indicating that these trainers are selling out rapidly. The limited drops associated with the Wales Bonner x Adidas collaborations have proven to be highly sought after. Resale market activity indicates that past releases often command prices in the hundreds, signalling strong demand among fashion aficionados and sneaker collectors alike. Hence, purchasing these sequined trainers not only serves a style purpose but also represents a potentially savvy investment.
While styling sequins with denim has emerged as a popular choice—merging casual and elevated vibes—it’s clear that the summer sequined sneaker offers infinite possibilities. Wearers can pair these standout pieces with various outfits, from vintage Levi's to chic evening wear. The distinctiveness of the WB Karintha resonates with a culture that celebrates individuality and self-expression, allowing them to shine in both everyday settings and more glamorous occasions alike.
As the fashion world continues to evolve, the emergence of sequins in summer wardrobes may well redefine contemporary aesthetics, merging the line between casual wear and high fashion. The Wales Bonner x Adidas collaborative efforts reflect not only a shift in design philosophy but also a broader cultural narrative that embraces the unexpected, making sequins a key trend to watch this summer.
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