Blenheim Palace to host second sustainable fashion show highlighting upcycling and climate change
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Blenheim Palace is set to host a sustainable fashion show on October 1, marking the second event organised by Cherwell Collective as part of the broader initiative promoting sustainable practices in the fashion industry. This year's event follows the success of last year’s “Re:Fashion” show, which Dr Emily Connally, founder of Cherwell Collective, describes as one of the cultural highlights for Oxfordshire in 2024. Last year’s show emphasized the serious carbon footprint associated with traditional fashion practices, and Connally aims to build upon that awareness this year with a theme titled “Ripples of Change.” She emphasises that individual acts of reuse and upcycling are vital in creating a larger movement towards sustainability, stating, “together, we become the ocean, an unstoppable force of collective change.”
The fashion show will unfold in the ornate orangery of Blenheim Palace, a UNESCO World Heritage site near Woodstock. A spokesperson from Cherwell Collective noted that this historic setting underscores the luxury that can be achieved through thoughtful, sustainable fashion. The event will feature collections that incorporate reimagined textiles as well as innovative materials, including biodegradable options and recycled plastic. This focus aligns with Cherwell Collective’s broader mission through their Waste Innovation for Sustainable Habits project, which aims to educate the public about the environmental repercussions of clothing production and consumption.
In addition to the runway presentations, the event offers early bird VIP tickets that promise a premium experience, including the best runway seats, a pre-show drinks reception featuring live music, and opportunities for networking with local celebrities and professionals. The VIP reception will also include a professional photoshoot against the stunning backdrop of Blenheim Palace and a nature trail in collaboration with the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre. An exclusive fashion auction post-show will showcase innovative pieces from designers dedicated to sustainability, highlighting the collective's commitment to upcycled and reused materials.
The event is further supported by more than ten local sustainable designers, such as Oxfam and The Ballroom Emporium. Oxfam, in particular, is participating as part of their “Second Hand September” campaign, which promotes the accessibility and desirability of preloved clothing as a viable alternative to fast fashion. During a recent interview, CEO Halima Begum referred to this time of year as “the most exciting time,” reflecting on the increasing momentum behind sustainable fashion initiatives.
This evolving dialogue around sustainability will continue with the “Carbon Cost of Fashion” exhibition, open from September 23 to 27, that will accompany the runway show. This interactive exhibit will educate visitors on the impact of fast fashion and inspire them to adopt more sustainable practices in their own lives. Cherwell Collective is still on the lookout for additional local designers and models, specifically encouraging diverse applicants, thereby underpinning the inclusive ethos that defines their initiatives.
As this year’s sustainable fashion week approaches, it becomes clear that events like the one at Blenheim Palace are not just about style; they are at the forefront of a growing movement towards ethical consumerism and environmental responsibility, fostering community engagement and raising awareness about the urgent challenges posed by the fashion industry.
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