Iggy Pop makes theatrical coffin exit at sold-out London show, defying age and expectation
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Iggy Pop, the iconic figure of rock music, left an indelible mark on his audience this weekend with a theatrical exit that can only be described as audacious. At a sold-out concert at London’s Alexandra Palace, the 78-year-old star made his exit in a coffin—a gimmick that resonated with the eccentricities that have characterised much of his career. The performance, part of his “Lust for Life” showcase, not only demonstrated his physical and artistic stamina but also underscored his enduring appeal as a live performer.
As Pop was wheeled off stage, shirtless and evidently in high spirits, the audience erupted in applause. After the concert, he shared a clip of the moment on social media, captioning it, “London was a hoot! How you exit is equally important to how you enter.” This blend of wit and theatricality is emblematic of Pop's enduring stage presence, which he has cultivated over a career that spans more than five decades. Indeed, despite the physical challenges he faces, including scoliosis, his performances continue to capture the raw energy that fans have come to expect.
The concert featured a setlist filled with classics from both his solo career and his time with The Stooges, including fan favourites like “T.V. Eye,” “The Passenger,” and “Raw Power.” Critics have noted that even as he ages, Pop's performances remain electrifying, with the star pouring every ounce of his vitality into each song. The theatricality of his exit was a fitting conclusion to an evening in which he defiantly celebrated his legacy, symbolising not only his personal battles with aging but also his relentless spirit in the face of time.
Pop's unpredictable persona is well-documented, and his recent outbursts, such as a notably foul-mouthed exchange with an audience at the Venoge Festival in Switzerland earlier this year, highlight his unfiltered nature. Reflecting on the contrast, this latest performance showcases a more jubilant side of the artist, proving he can deliver both chaos and charisma in equal measure.
His relationship with accolades has been tumultuous; he initially had a dismissive attitude towards awards like the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. In previous statements, he expressed disdain for the Recording Academy, calling them “those people” who desire to make him “an exhibit in their museum.” However, after a conversation with a Grammy representative that acknowledged his influence on contemporary artists such as Lil Nas X and Billie Eilish, he reluctantly accepted the award. His journey with the Grammys illustrates a broader evolution in his perspective, wherein he recognises the diverse viewpoints of his contemporaries.
Despite any reluctance he may have had regarding formal acknowledgements, there is no denying the profound impact Iggy Pop has had on the music industry. In an era that often overlooks the pioneers in favour of fleeting trends, his relentless devotion to pushing creative boundaries sets a precedent for upcoming generations of artists. As Pop himself reflected, “If he can do it, I can do it,” a sentiment that encapsulates both his legacy and his intent to inspire future artists.
As Iggy Pop looks to upcoming performances, including a highly anticipated show scheduled for May 2025 at the same venue, his distinctive blend of outrageous theatrics and a genuine connection with his audience promises to be a highlight for all in attendance. Whether emerging from a coffin or belting out anthems, he remains a formidable presence in the rock world, consistently reminding us of the power of originality and the spirit of rebellion that defines true artistry.
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