Lambeth Country Show’s vegetable sculptures poke fun at politics and pop culture
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The annual Lambeth Country Show in London’s Brockwell Park showcased an array of whimsical vegetable sculptures this past weekend, delighting both locals and visitors alike. This year’s offerings included a butternut squash likeness of Donald Trump, a “Cauli Parton” inspired by country music icon Dolly Parton, and a playful depiction of a recent papal election dubbed “Cornclave,” crafted from corn. The event, held over two days, is renowned for blending traditional country fair elements such as livestock competitions and sheep-shearing with modern, humorous artistry.
Participants exhibited a wide range of creative designs, such as a potato representation of the Irish rap trio Kneecap, a "Mo Salad" tribute to Liverpool footballer Mohamed Salah, and an imaginative recreation of the beloved animated duo Wallace and Gromit. Local political themes also featured prominently, including a sculpture of actor Mark Rylance, cleverly titled “Mark Rylunch,” which caricatured his position as a vocal opponent to large events in nearby Brockwell Park. 
Maddy Luxon, a long-time attendee, expressed her enthusiasm for the event, stating, “Every year, this is what we get so excited about, is the vegetable sculptures. It’s just so unique and just so witty and we love the political ones.” Her companion, Marek Szandrowski, chimed in with an appreciation for the puns that permeate the exhibits, a testament to the jovial spirit of the competition.
The Lambeth Country Show, while a celebration of imaginative vegetable art, also serves as a platform for community involvement. Offering various contests including a Flower Show and workshops, it invites participation from local residents. This engagement fosters a sense of community connection and enthusiasm for creativity across all age groups. The Vegetable Sculpture Competition particularly captures public interest, drawing crowds eager to behold the inventive displays that have become an integral part of the show’s charm.
Traditionally, the event continues to make headlines, not just for its artistic merits but also for its commentary on contemporary issues. Past shows have highlighted political figures from various factions, including recent depictions of Rishi Sunak and Nigel Farage, illustrating the ongoing political narrative intertwined with local concerns. As the Lambeth Country Show evolves, it remains a cornerstone of community spirit and artistic expression, with vegetable artistry at its heart.
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