London summer art scene spotlights UK AIDS Memorial Quilt alongside Royal Academy and Tate Britain retrospectives

[image: ]
The summer art scene in London unfolds vibrantly, featuring a range of exhibitions that echo both contemporary discourse and historical narratives. Among the most prominent is the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition, which runs from 17 June to 17 August. Here, visitors can immerse themselves in a showcase that spans various artistic styles and mediums, with notable works by celebrated artists such as Tracey Emin, Cornelia Parker, Frank Bowling, and George Shaw, whose contributions promise to deliver a rich, often provocative experience.
In parallel, the UK AIDS Memorial Quilt currently resides in the Turbine Hall at Tate Modern until 16 June, serving as a stark reminder of the ongoing impacts of the AIDS crisis. The quilt, which comprises 42 large panels each measuring 12 feet square, is not merely a memorial but a poignant blend of art and activism, reflecting the personal stories of grief and loss associated with the epidemic. Initiated by author Charlie Porter and curated by Elliot Gibbons, the display highlights the plight of those affected by HIV/AIDS, underlining the continued relevance of such remembrance in light of recent reductions in global aid and funding for HIV prevention, particularly from the UK and US. According to sources, the quilt is not only an artistic achievement—it's also a heartfelt plea for compassion and awareness during times of societal indifference.
The summer exhibitions offer a kaleidoscope of artistic expression. For instance, the retrospective of Josef Albers at Cristea Roberts Gallery, ending on 29 August, highlights his minimalist prints that convey a sense of calm and clarity, contrasting the emotive urgency of the AIDS quilt. In rounding off the artistic journey, Durham Cathedral Museum features the 'Sanctuary!' exhibition until 29 June, centring on an intriguing medieval artwork—part Medusa, part Green Man—that has welcomed seekers of sanctuary for centuries.
Additionally, the artistry of Edward Burra and Ithell Colquhoun at Tate Britain, running until 19 October, further enriches the cultural tapestry of this season. While their works don't have a direct thematic link, the exhibitions encourage audiences to delve into lesser-known narratives of British art, with Colquhoun's contributions particularly beckoning exploration for the curious viewer.
One noteworthy mention is the recent auction of Tamara de Lempicka’s revered painting, La Belle Rafaëla, expected to fetch between £6m and £9m. This piece not only reinvigorates the conversation around women in art but also highlights de Lempicka’s audacious defiance against the traditionally male-dominated depiction of the female nude. As such artworks are celebrated and discussed, they sit amongst broader themes of artistic evolution, gender, and identity frameworked within societal contexts.
As the summer unfolds, London’s art scene continues to reflect on both joyous and poignant themes through a variety of mediums and exhibitions, reaffirming the vital role of contemporary art in narrating the complexities of human experience.
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