Harrow’s British Indian community mourns 20 victims in Air India crash
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Hundreds of people in the UK are grappling with an overwhelming sense of loss following the tragic Air India plane crash that claimed over 270 lives on Thursday. As news of the disaster reverberates through the British Indian community, the profound impact is especially keenly felt in Harrow, north-west London, where many families are mourning the loss of their loved ones.
Among those affected, spiritual leader Shri Rajrajeshwar Guruji reported that he personally knows at least 20 victims connected to the International Siddhashram Shakti Centre, a temple that has become a focal point for grieving families. This community, deeply rooted in its cultural and spiritual ties, is struggling to process the tragedy. Guruji described the crash as a “huge loss,” reminding observers that the emotional fallout extends well beyond geographical boundaries, as multiple families are now faced with the devastation of losing loved ones in such a catastrophic event.
The Boeing 787 Dreamliner was en route from Ahmedabad to London’s Gatwick Airport when it crashed shortly after take-off, colliding with a medical college and nearby residential structures. The resultant chaos left the area described as a scene of devastation. Among the casualties was former Chief Minister of Gujarat, Vijay Rupani, who had a history with the Harrow temple, highlighting the more extensive connections between the victims and the UK community.
Local leaders, including Navin Shah, a former Labour chair of the London Assembly, articulated a shared concern for those affected on the ground, as the crash site included areas with poorer populations. Observing the impact of the tragedy on both the local and expatriate communities, Shah acknowledged the intricacies of loss and grief that arise when an entire community is marked by tragedy. “It’s all very raw at the moment,” he said, reflecting on the hastily arranged vigils and prayers that have erupted in response.
As investigations into the crash ensue, further details emerge about its causes. With the Indian aviation regulator conducting mandatory inspections of all Boeing 787 aircraft operated by local carriers, the focus is on mechanical issues that may have contributed to the disaster. The crash is now recognised as the deadliest aviation incident in a decade, with only one of the 242 people on board surviving.
Support structures for affected families are becoming increasingly crucial. Local authorities in Ahmedabad are working tirelessly to identify victims, many of whom remain unrecognisable. The recovery process poses significant challenges, particularly since identification efforts rely on forensic techniques that include DNA profiling. Victims' families are left in limbo, grappling with uncertainty in the wake of this unimaginable loss.
Furthermore, support from British institutions has extended to the grieving community. Harrow’s Mayor, Anjana Patel, who also lost a family member in the crash, noted that counselling services are being mobilised to assist those in need. A recent vigil held at the Siddhashram Hindu temple brought together various faith leaders for a communal expression of sorrow, reflecting the shared experience of loss among diverse backgrounds — a poignant reminder of the strength of community ties in such harrowing times.
This heart-wrenching tragedy has drawn international attention, with expressions of condolence coming from figures such as King Charles III, who acknowledged the victims during the recent “Trooping the Colour” military parade, highlighting the tragic loss across a range of backgrounds and identities.
As families in Harrow and Gujarat move through their grief, their collective stories serve as a testament to resilience in the face of unspeakable loss, reaffirming the profound connections that a diverse community can share, even across continents.
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