Rachel Zegler sparks debate with outdoor Evita balcony performance in London
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Rachel Zegler delivered a stirring rendition of "Don't Cry For Me Argentina" from the balcony of the London Palladium on Wednesday, captivating a crowd of onlookers gathered outside the venue. The performance marked a striking introduction to her role as Eva Perón in the 2025 West End revival of Evita, which is set to open officially on 1 July, with previews from 14 June. The musical, written by Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber and directed by Jamie Lloyd, chronicles the dramatic rise of Eva Perón from poverty to become a powerful and divisive political icon in Argentina.
For this outdoor performance, Zegler donned a white strapless gown and a platinum blonde wig styled in a chignon, embodying the glamour and poignancy of the character. As she sang the iconic number, which has been famously performed by actresses such as Elaine Paige and Madonna, the crowd happily received her heartfelt delivery, with many recording the moment on their phones.
However, the choice to perform the show's most celebrated song outside the theatre sparked controversy among some ticket holders. Several theatre-goers expressed frustration on social media, lamenting that despite paying up to £350 for tickets, they would not witness "Don't Cry For Me Argentina" live inside the auditorium. "Sorry, are you saying I've paid £350 for 2 tickets and she's singing the biggest number outside at people who haven't paid?" one person questioned. Others voiced disappointment, noting they attend the theatre to share the intimate experience of live performance within the same space as the artist.
Conversely, some praised the decision for its potential to broaden access to theatre and enhance the production’s atmosphere. Abi, a 21-year-old student from London, remarked, "I think it's making theatre more accessible. It’s actually adding to the ambience of the show," adding that the outdoor setting infused Zegler’s performance with additional emotional resonance. Another observer suggested that while some inside the theatre might feel disappointed missing the iconic song live on stage, the rest of the show remains intact, and the outdoor performance provided a unique and memorable experience for many.
It remains unclear if this balcony performance will be incorporated as a deliberate artistic choice in the production or serve a promotional role. Director Jamie Lloyd is known for innovative staging, having employed similar directorial techniques in past shows, such as a title song performed outside the main stage in Sunset Boulevard. 
This West End run is a significant milestone for Zegler, whose career has been notably marked by both acclaim and controversy following her lead role in Disney's recent adaptation of Snow White. The actress has expressed deep personal connections to Evita, recalling childhood moments singing the song with her father. She said earlier this year, “Evita has been such an important musical to me since I was a little girl... The stage has always felt like home to me, and I can’t wait to make my West End debut in such great company.”
The production, running until 6 September 2025, is already garnering excitement due to its star power and the creative vision brought by Lloyd, who calls it a reimagining of this legendary musical. With Zegler's performance generating early buzz, it will be interesting to see how the show is received once it officially opens, including how audiences react to the unconventional opening number staging.
Evita holds a celebrated place in musical theatre history, with its powerful score featuring not only "Don't Cry For Me Argentina," but also numbers such as "Oh What a Circus" and "You Must Love Me." The role of Eva Perón has been immortalised by a number of celebrated performers over the years, including Patti LuPone, Elaine Paige, and Madonna in the famous 1996 film adaptation.
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