Campaigners demand urgent UK Government backing to secure Notting Hill Carnival’s future amid financial crisis
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Campaigners have made a renewed call for the UK Government to intervene and secure the future of the Notting Hill Carnival, coinciding with Windrush Day. Ian Comfort, chairman of the carnival, expressed urgent concerns in a letter to Culture Secretary Lisa Nandy, highlighting the event's precarious financial position. The carnival, a foundational celebration of Caribbean culture in Britain, is deeply intertwined with the legacy of the Windrush generation—Caribbean migrants who settled in west London from the late 1950s.
Jacqueline McKenzie, a human rights lawyer and Windrush campaigner, underscored the national and international significance of the carnival, adding that the funding crisis compounded the injustices faced by Windrush victims. She said: “Carnival embodies the fundamental role of Black and Caribbean communities in Britain, and the Government should be upholding the Windrush legacy instead of undermining it.” Notting Hill Carnival draws around two million people over the August bank holiday, serving both as a cultural milestone and a vital symbol of community resilience and unity.
Despite these concerns, the Greater London Authority (GLA) has been actively supporting the event in recent years. In 2024, the GLA approved additional funding of up to £296,300 to address rising stewarding and crowd-management costs attributed to economic pressures such as the pandemic and Brexit. The total GLA contribution for the carnival in 2024 reached nearly £946,300, intended to enhance safety measures including steward operational plans, deployment of qualified stewards, and improved crowd safety zones in critical areas like Westbourne Park tube station and Ladbroke Grove.
This financial support continues a pattern established since 2022, when the GLA committed up to £650,000 annually over three years to support stewarding, community engagement, and event planning, recognising Notting Hill Carnival as one of London’s flagship cultural events. This funding is aimed at safeguarding the carnival’s success and public safety amid challenges posed by its immense popularity and scale.
The cultural importance of Notting Hill Carnival is emphasised by figures such as Professor Patrick Vernon, a cultural historian and Windrush campaigner. He describes the event as “far more than a street event – it is a vital cultural institution with both national and international significance,” ranking it as the world’s second-largest carnival after Rio de Janeiro’s. Vernon highlights the carnival’s embodiment of “resistance, resilience, and unity” and stresses the pain caused by threats to the event, especially in the context of the Windrush scandal.
Glenda Caesar, director of the Windrush National Organisation, also called for Government backing, framing the carnival as a “powerful symbol of unity and inclusion” that affirms the UK’s commitment to diversity and multicultural identity. This echoes broader calls for cultural events such as Notting Hill Carnival to receive sustained support in the face of rising logistical and financial pressures.
The recent context adds further urgency to these calls. After the carnival’s 2024 edition drew over a million attendees, celebrating London’s diversity and unity in the wake of racist riots in England, the event’s role as a beacon of inclusion was reaffirmed. Participants and observers alike stressed its importance as a platform for promoting respect and celebrating multiculturalism—a vital counterpoint to recent societal tensions.
While the Department for Culture, Media and Sport has yet to comment on the latest funding appeals, the GLA’s ongoing investment signals recognition of the carnival’s significance and an attempt to address operational and safety needs. Nonetheless, campaigners insist that more robust Government action is required to guarantee that Notting Hill Carnival can continue to thrive, honour its Windrush heritage, and remain a symbol of Black British identity and resilience.
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