Dua Lipa celebrates decade-long rise with electrifying Wembley show and Jamiroquai collaboration
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Pop icon Dua Lipa marked a triumphant return to London with the launch of her "Radical Optimism" tour, delivering a spectacular performance at Wembley Stadium that captivated an audience exceeding 70,000. The concert, which showcased a blend of vibrant dance routines, multiple costume changes, and dazzling confetti cannons, offered fans a dynamic journey through her third studio album, "Radical Optimism," as well as some of her biggest hits such as "New Rules," "Be The One," and the catchy "Barbie’s Dance The Night."
The night carried special emotional weight for the British-Albanian singer. Taking a moment between songs, she reflected on her remarkable journey over the past decade—from playing to a modest crowd of around 350 at her first London show to now headlining one of the country’s largest venues. “This is so surreal and so crazy,” she told the crowd. “It means the absolute world to me that you are here tonight... It is 10 years since our first ever London show to about 350 people and I just dreamt of a night like this where I get to be in front of 70,000 people.”
Lipa's setlist was expansive, weaving in new material alongside fan favourites. She notably paused to perform “Hotter Than Hell,” the track that secured her initial record deal and laid the foundation for her global success. This blend of the past and present illustrated her artistic evolution and the sustained impact of her work. Her emotional connection to the event was palpable as she engaged with front-row fans, pausing to take photos and ask if they were enjoying the night.
A highlight came with a surprise appearance by Jamiroquai’s frontman Jay Kay, a notable figure in 90s funk and an artist Lipa credits as a major inspiration. Together, they performed the group’s signature hit “Virtual Insanity,” spotlighting a moment of intergenerational collaboration that paid homage to British music trailblazers. Lipa expressed her admiration, stating, “Someone who has really been a trailblazer for British music and has really paved the way, I feel so lucky to share the stage with the one and only Jamiroquai!”
The "Radical Optimism" tour itself is a global venture launched to promote her latest album, blending energetic performances with a carefully curated setlist spanning all three of her albums. Each city’s setlist includes a homage to local music, reflecting Lipa’s international appeal and adaptability. The trek has been described as a “vibrant and electrifying” showcase of her vocal talent and stage presence, lasting nearly two hours and featuring numerous songs that highlight different phases of her career.
Beyond the music, the night marked a significant personal milestone for Lipa, who recently announced her engagement to actor Callum Turner. This blend of personal and professional accomplishments underscores her rising stature in the entertainment world. Lipa, who has collected multiple Brit Awards and three Grammys, was also the most played artist across UK radio, TV, and public spaces for the second time, according to music licensing reports, securing her place as one of the UK’s wealthiest musicians and an influential cultural figure.
As the tour moves forward, it promises to visit numerous international cities, including stops across Europe, Australasia, North America, and Latin America, each performance highlighting her evolving artistry and widespread popularity. Her setlist strategically combines new tracks from "Radical Optimism" with established hits like “Be The One” and “Don't Start Now,” ensuring fans old and new experience the full scope of her music.
Dua Lipa’s London return not only celebrated a decade of growth but also reinforced her status as a vibrant and innovative force in pop music, capable of connecting with vast audiences and bridging musical generations.
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