King Charles and Queen Camilla celebrate 25 years of Royal Drawing School with landmark exhibition

[image: ]
King Charles and Queen Camilla recently commemorated the 25th anniversary of the Royal Drawing School with a reception at St James’s Palace, marking a significant milestone for the institution they helped establish in 2000. The event celebrated the school’s enduring legacy in fostering artistic talent through the act of drawing, regarded widely as a universal form of expression. Central to the occasion was an exhibition titled The Power of Drawing, running from July 1 to 26, 2025, at the school’s Shoreditch location in London. This showcase features around 50 works by established and emerging artists, including renowned figures such as David Hockney, Tracey Emin, filmmaker Tim Burton, and designer Thomas Heatherwick, alongside contributions from the King himself.
King Charles, co-founder of the school alongside artist Catherine Goodman, praised her pivotal role in its establishment and development in a speech to guests during the reception. He expressed pride in the artistic achievements on display and reiterated his long-held belief in investing in creative talent for the future. The exhibition serves as a testament to the school’s role in nurturing artists, offering a platform that spans various creative disciplines including fine art, performance, film, architecture, and design.
Highlights of the exhibition include original charcoal works by Hockney, Burton’s rarely publicly exhibited watercolours, and Emin’s recent 2024 piece titled Because You Left – I Held On. Emin noted that King Charles has demonstrated a longstanding appreciation for art and reflected positively on the school’s mission, describing the collaboration as both "very appropriate" and for a "good cause." The event also featured performances such as Rufus Wainwright’s rendition of Hallelujah on piano, and an emotional moment when Douglas Farthing, a former soldier turned artist, shared some of his pencil sketches created during his humanitarian work in Ukraine. Farthing, who credits the school for its ongoing support of alumni, mentioned a brief but meaningful conversation with the King, who had served as his Colonel-in-Chief, underscoring the personal connections formed through the institution.
The Royal Drawing School, a not-for-profit organisation based in Shoreditch, delivers more than 350 in-person and online courses annually, including its flagship postgraduate Drawing Year programme which boasts a distinguished alumni network. Alongside the exhibition, a broader series of public talks, masterclasses, and events linked to the anniversary will continue through 2026. This ongoing programme highlights the school’s commitment to elevating the profile of drawing as a fundamental artistic skill in an increasingly digital and AI-dominated world, a sentiment echoed by visiting artist Grayson Perry, who remarked on drawing’s essential human quality.
Founded with the aim of raising the standard and profile of drawing, the school’s influence now spans diverse fields, as seen in The Power of Drawing exhibition’s eclectic roster of contributors. These include not only artists and designers but also architectural visionaries and performers, reflecting the fundamental role of drawing across creative industries. Admission to the exhibition is free, though booking is required, inviting the public to engage with a medium that remains central to artistic exploration and education.
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