Oasis reunion and Coldplay’s extra Wembley shows drive UK live music boom amid concerns of oversaturation
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This summer, the UK is witnessing an unprecedented surge in large-scale outdoor concerts, featuring top-tier acts like Lana Del Rey, Beyoncé, Kendrick Lamar, Coldplay, and notably Oasis, whose much-anticipated reunion tour is commanding massive attention. Coldplay has added ten additional shows at Wembley Stadium to their already extensive summer schedule, alongside two more in Hull. Oasis, meanwhile, is set to perform 17 stadium concerts across major cities including Cardiff, Manchester, London, and Edinburgh, underscoring the scale of the current live music boom.
The live music sector has seen a significant economic impact, with 23.5 million concertgoers spending a total of £10 billion in the UK last year, supporting around 72,000 jobs. Industry leaders highlight a sustained and growing enthusiasm for outdoor shows, festivals, and stadium events. In London alone, there are at least 100 single-day outdoor shows with capacities of 15,000 or more scheduled this summer, a figure that dwarfs previous years and illustrates a distinctive shift in live music engagement.
This transformation is driven by evolving audience preferences and industry dynamics. Many concertgoers now seek vibrant outdoor music experiences without the commitment of overnight camping associated with traditional festivals. Moreover, social media and streaming platforms have accelerated the rise of artists, enabling them to fill stadiums much earlier in their careers. Local councils and stadium operators are also embracing this trend, seen in moves like the Rugby Football Union’s plans to increase the number of concerts at Twickenham significantly over the next few years.
Despite this enthusiasm, there are emerging concerns about the sustainability of such a concert glut. Reports throughout the summer reveal a mixed picture, with some large shows finding it difficult to sell out, leading to last-minute ticket discounts and noticeable empty seats—even at high-profile events. While artists typically receive guaranteed payments, promoters face financial challenges because large-scale concerts usually only turn a profit when 90% of tickets are sold. Industry insiders express cautious views, questioning whether London, and the UK more broadly, can maintain such high volumes of major shows without oversaturation.
Oasis's reunion tour has generated particularly intense interest. Their performances evoke a strong sense of 1990s rock nostalgia, attracting both longtime fans and newer followers. Their setlists include hits like "Morning Glory," "Cigarettes & Alcohol," and the emotionally charged "Live Forever," dedicated at Cardiff’s Principality Stadium to late footballer Diogo Jota. The tour spans key venues such as Wembley Stadium in London, Heaton Park in Manchester, and Murrayfield Stadium in Edinburgh, with loyal fans snapping up tickets rapidly. Indeed, shows in London and Manchester reportedly sold out entirely, although Oasis has not been booked for major festivals like Glastonbury, making their stadium tour the prime opportunity for European fans to see them live.
Adding to the tour's demand, Oasis has also announced dates abroad, including high-profile performances at the Rose Bowl Stadium in Los Angeles and Estadio GNP Seguros in Mexico City. However, the excitement has led to some complications, as local hotel bookings around UK concert venues have faced issues with cancellations and price hikes, reflecting the often chaotic logistical aftermath of major tour announcements.
In the midst of this boom, the live music industry remains cautiously optimistic. Prominent figures stress the unique social and cultural value of live concerts, noting how events bridge generations—from Beatles and Rolling Stones fans to their grandchildren—creating lasting memories and communal experiences that only live music can provide. Yet, whether the market can sustainably support such a sprawling calendar, especially amid fluctuating attendance, high ticket costs, and evolving audience behaviours, remains an open question. The next few years will likely reveal whether this summer of extraordinary concerts is a new normal or a momentary peak in UK live music.
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