Joy Crookes returns from hiatus with empowered new sound and candid identity themes
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Joy Crookes, the acclaimed musician hailing from south London, is back in the spotlight with renewed energy after a significant hiatus. Known for her rich blend of soul and R&B, her music is deeply infused with personal and political narratives, reflecting her Bangladeshi and Irish heritage. Crookes first garnered widespread attention with her debut album, Skin, a raw and intimate collection that explored themes of heartbreak, protest, and pride. The album not only earned her critical acclaim, including a Brit Award nomination and a Mercury Prize nod, but also cemented her status as a distinctive voice within the contemporary music scene with a passionate and loyal fanbase.
Her journey, however, has not been without its challenges. Crookes openly discussed her struggles with mental health, which led to a four-year break from the public eye. This period became one of self-discovery, allowing her to return to music with a newfound focus on independence and self-expression. In recent interviews, she has highlighted how her experiences with depression have shaped her artistic vision, enriching her songwriting with a blend of vulnerability and strength. Her latest work, including the new single Somebody to You, reflects this matured perspective, embracing themes of self-empowerment and unapologetic authenticity.
Crookes' music is also notable for its exploration of complex identity issues. Her mixed Bangladeshi and Irish background influences much of her lyrical content, with her art serving as a platform to challenge conventional narratives around race and heritage. She has spoken candidly about the often overlooked presence of Black and brown communities within Irish history, weaving these insights into her songs to broaden the conversation around identity. This commitment to nuanced storytelling resonates deeply with listeners navigating their own cultural intersections.
Throughout her career, Crookes has been compared to icons such as Amy Winehouse for her soulful sound and candid artistry. Beyond her music, she is known for her conscientious approach to mental health and self-care, factors that have supported her creative longevity. Her return is marked by an ambitious European tour set to introduce her evolved sound and message to a wider audience.
With sold-out tours across the UK and high-profile performances at major festivals and television appearances, Joy Crookes stands as a striking example of artistic resilience and integrity. Her music continues to challenge and inspire, balancing the personal with the political in a way that feels both timely and timeless.
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