Stevie Wonder closes Love, Light and Song tour with inclusive Hyde Park headline
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Stevie Wonder brought his Love, Light and Song tour to a vibrant close with a much-anticipated headline performance at London's Hyde Park during the British Summer Time (BST) festival. Before an audience of 65,000, the soul legend was guided onto the stage by his children, who also contributed to the evening's two-hour set. Dressed in a striking white tunic embroidered with the faces of music icons John Lennon and Marvin Gaye, Wonder opened the concert with a charming London-accented "hello," immediately connecting with the crowd.
Throughout his performance, Wonder spotlighted the advancements in technology that have made music more accessible to people with disabilities. He expressed a heartfelt plea for greater inclusiveness in the industry: “Every single person who is blind should be able to see in their own way,” he said, inviting sceptics to "meet in the dark and let’s see what happens." This message underscored his belief in the power of music and technology to transcend physical barriers.
The concert featured a rich selection of Wonder’s timeless hits, beginning with "Love’s In Need of Love Today," followed by an emotional tribute to John Lennon’s "Imagine." His signature harmonica playing and his powerful vocals—undiminished at age 75—wove seamlessly through classics such as "Master Blaster (Jammin’)," "I Wish," and "Isn't She Lovely." The audience’s enthusiasm was palpable, punctuated by cheers and calls of “Yes Stevie, we love you!” to which he warmly replied, “I love y’all too.” Notably, Wonder also paid homage to the late funk-rock star Sly Stone, acknowledging his influence on music.
The stage was alive with a large ensemble of musicians, including two keyboardists, a brass section, backing vocalists like his daughter Aisha Morris, and other family members. As the sun set over a heatwave-baked Hyde Park, the lighting and visuals highlighted a jukebox display featuring many of Wonder's hits from his six-decade career. One tender moment came when Wonder dedicated "Happy Birthday" to his daughter Sophia, inviting her onto the stage to celebrate her special day with the crowd.
The performance crescendoed with the funky groove of "Superstition," during which Wonder playfully insisted, “we’ve got to do this one,” before launching into the iconic riff that electrified the audience. The band extended their set well past the official curfew, with Wonder encouraging the crowd to keep the celebration alive. The night concluded with "Another Star," featuring a lineup of guest singers joining him at the front. Closing on a personal and affectionate note, Wonder told the crowd, “I love you with my deepest heart and there’s nothing you can do about it,” before bowing with his family.
This concert marked the final date of Wonder’s five-stop Love, Light and Song UK tour, which included performances in Manchester, Birmingham, Cardiff, and Lytham. The tour was notable for being Wonder’s first UK series of concerts since 2019 and came amid renewed enthusiasm following his recent US tour and release of his first new song in four years. The announcement and execution of the tour reinforce Wonder’s long-standing legacy not only as a musical innovator but also as a cultural icon dedicated to social causes, including accessibility and equality.
Support for the Hyde Park show included a variety of artists such as Ezra Collective, Thee Sacred Souls, Elmiene, and Corinne Bailey Rae, adding depth and diversity to the festival atmosphere. The event was a celebration not just of music but of the enduring impact of a legendary artist who continues to inspire generations.
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