Live Aid’s 40th anniversary highlights Queen’s legendary Wembley triumph and enduring global impact
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On July 13, 1985, the world witnessed one of the most memorable and impactful charity events in music history: Live Aid. Organised by Bob Geldof to raise funds for famine relief in Ethiopia, this global rock concert was held simultaneously at Wembley Stadium in London and John F. Kennedy Stadium in Philadelphia. The London leg of the concert attracted more than 72,000 spectators including high-profile attendees such as the late Diana, Princess of Wales, and Prince Charles, who was then the Prince of Wales. The event featured a star-studded line-up including Sir Paul McCartney, David Bowie, Spandau Ballet, and the band Queen, whose electrifying 21-minute performance led by Freddie Mercury is still celebrated as one of rock's greatest live shows.
Live Aid was a pioneering event, broadcast to an estimated 1.5 billion viewers worldwide, making it one of the largest television audiences ever recorded. It succeeded in raising more than $100 million for famine relief efforts in Africa, demonstrating the power of global solidarity through music. The performances were more than just entertainment; they were a call to action that resonated deeply with audiences around the world and helped to raise awareness of the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia.
Bob Geldof reflects on Live Aid's enduring legacy 40 years on, noting that its cultural significance remains powerful. The event is remembered not only for its musical highlights but also for the spirit of unity it fostered, showing how artists and audiences could come together for a greater cause. This legacy continues to be celebrated in various forms, including the recent staging of 'Just For One Day: The Live Aid Musical' at London's Shaftesbury Theatre, which attracted many original participants and admirers of the event.
Queen’s moment at Live Aid, in particular, stands out in rock history. Their rendition of hits such as "Bohemian Rhapsody" and "We Will Rock You," performed before a packed Wembley crowd including the royal couple, has become an iconic symbol of the concert’s success. The band's performance not only captivated those present but also left a lasting impact on millions watching globally, reinforcing Queen's status as one of the defining rock acts of their era.
Live Aid remains a milestone in the history of charitable events, reflecting how collective action and popular culture can influence and help address urgent global issues. The memory of that day continues to inspire musicians, philanthropists, and audiences alike, underscoring the profound effect music can have beyond the stage.
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