Evita revival at London Palladium wows with Rachel Zegler’s balcony serenade and Jamie Lloyd’s bold direction
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Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber's operatic musical "Evita" has returned to the London Palladium in a striking new production directed by acclaimed theatre innovator Jamie Lloyd. This 2025 revival stands out as a fresh and inventive reimagining rather than a simple restaging of the classic. Audiences and critics alike have hailed the show as “a total triumph” and “thrilling,” with The Independent describing it as “a gorgeous sensory overload.” The production pares back on elaborate set pieces typical of past versions, instead focusing on raw storytelling and character-driven movement, which creates a dynamic and urgent atmosphere throughout the evening.
At the centre of this revival is Rachel Zegler’s highly anticipated London stage debut as Eva Perón, the iconic First Lady of Argentina whose rise from obscurity to global prominence is the central narrative. The 24-year-old actress and singer, already recognised for her acclaimed roles in Disney’s live-action "Snow White" and "The Hunger Games: The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes," brings an electrifying presence and emotional depth to the role. One of the most memorable moments in the show is a contemporary twist on the traditional "Don’t Cry For Me Argentina" sequence. In a bold directorial choice, Zegler performs the song from a balcony outside the theatre, serenading passersby on Argyll Street in real time while the indoor audience watches her live via a screen. This innovative staging has been widely praised for its intimacy and immediacy, capturing the poignancy and power of the song anew.
Director Jamie Lloyd, known for his inventive work on productions such as "Much Ado About Nothing" starring Tom Hiddleston and "Sunset Boulevard" with Nicole Scherzinger, brings his modern touch to this 1978 musical classic. While the revival retains key elements such as the iconic video screen from the original show, the overall aesthetic is more stripped-back and gritty, creating a contemporary resonance that has impressed reviewers, including those from the Financial Times. The choreography favours sharp, character-driven movements over grandiosity, allowing the performances to breathe and the narrative to take full centre stage.
The musical’s run at the London Palladium is limited, scheduled to end on 6 September 2025, making it one of the summer's most coveted theatrical experiences in the capital. Tickets start from around £35.40 with no added transaction fees, encouraging theatre lovers to secure their seats soon before the production closes. The London Palladium, known for hosting sell-out shows like "The Sound of Music" and "Chitty Chitty Bang Bang," now hosts this reinvigorated "Evita," which has already generated substantial box office success, reportedly earning around $9 million in its first week of previews alone.
While the overall reception has been highly positive, some mixed reactions emerged regarding the innovative staging of the "Don’t Cry For Me Argentina" scene, with a few ticket holders expressing surprise at the absence of a live rendition inside the theatre space itself. However, the majority of reviews underscore the powerful impact of this directorial choice, seeing it as emblematic of the show’s boundary-pushing approach.
In conclusion, this revival of "Evita" at the London Palladium is not just a nostalgic return but a vibrant reinvention that fuses tradition with modern theatrical techniques. Rachel Zegler’s star-making performance, combined with Jamie Lloyd’s visionary direction, has made the production a must-see highlight of the 2025 West End season.
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