Newcastle Pride highlights rising hostility and renewed need for visibility
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Pride events like Newcastle Pride remain vital today, serving as both a celebration of inclusivity and a staunch reminder of ongoing struggles against discrimination. Despite more than fifty years of progress since the Pride movement’s inception, recent social and political shifts have revealed disturbing signs of regression, emphasizing why Pride is still necessary.
Pride began as a form of protest against oppressive laws and social exclusion. Its origins are often traced back to the Stonewall Uprising of 1969 in New York City, an event that galvanized the LGBTQ+ rights movement worldwide. The first UK Pride march took place in London in 1972, aligning its timing with the anniversary of Stonewall. Over the decades, Pride has evolved from small, defiant gatherings into large-scale celebrations embracing visibility, activism, and rights advocacy across many UK cities, including Newcastle, Brighton, Manchester, and Birmingham. However, as the House of Lords Library notes, the event’s original protest spirit remains deeply intertwined with its role in combating contemporary discrimination.
In Newcastle, the recent Northern Pride event, themed "unapologetically visible," coincided with alarming reports of rising homophobic attacks and increased hostility, both in public forums and online. ChronicleLive editors and reporters have witnessed a marked increase in hateful commentary on Pride-related content, forcing the publication to disable comments on certain posts to prevent harmful discourse. This backlash highlights that prejudices which Pride has long sought to eradicate are persisting and, in some cases, intensifying.
Local journalists expressed their growing concern over these developments. Simon Duke, the Chronicle’s TV and Showbiz Editor, observed that while Pride has been a joyous occasion for many years, the surge in vitriolic online remarks—particularly on social media—reveals why visibility and celebration remain critical. Similarly, Olivia Sheed, an audience reporter, reflected on the disheartening contrast between the community spirit traditionally associated with the North East and the recent public displays of intolerance she has encountered. Health reporter Sam Volpe added that the internet’s anonymity has emboldened a vocal minority to express homophobia and transphobia with impunity, underscoring a worrying reversal of social acceptance.
Critics often question the need for Pride events today, with some arguing that “straight pride” should be celebrated equivalently. Dan Hall, a rural tourism reporter, rebuts this by emphasising the unique marginalisation endured by LGBTQ+ individuals—highlighting that straight people do not face systemic discrimination, bullying, or family rejection based on their orientation. Pride, he says, has historically been and should remain a movement to uplift those who have fought for rights and recognition in the face of prejudice.
The importance of Pride extends beyond mere festivities. It serves as a vital platform for visibility, solidarity, and camaraderie within the LGBTQ+ community and its allies. The event in Newcastle, as elsewhere, connects deeply with broader regional identity and community spirit—elements of solidarity that have long defined the North East’s social fabric. As recent trends reveal increases in homophobic crimes and hostile rhetoric, Pride’s role as a counterbalance to hatred is more urgent than ever.
In the broader context, Pride parades across the UK and around the world continue to face challenges, from the ongoing threat of discrimination to debates about commercialisation potentially diluting their activist roots. Yet, these events remain powerful symbols of resistance, resilience, and hope. The message of “unapologetically visible” echoes a global LGBTQ+ community’s enduring assertion: despite setbacks, they will not be erased or silenced.
In summary, Newcastle Pride and similar gatherings are far from obsolete; instead, they stand as essential affirmations of dignity and equality in times that demand vigilance as much as celebration. They remind society that the struggle for full acceptance and safety is ongoing, and they rally communities to embrace all their members without exception.
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