Princess of Wales launches Makers and Creators exhibition at pioneering V&A East Storehouse
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The Princess of Wales has curated a new exhibition titled "Makers and Creators," which recently opened at the V&A East Storehouse in London. In a message accompanying the display, she expressed the belief that historic objects hold significant power to influence fashion, design, film, and art. Highlighting how unique items can help people understand their place within the broader social and cultural fabric, the exhibition features an eclectic collection carefully chosen by Kate. These include a watercolour painting by Beatrix Potter, a medieval Somerset church tile, and a Welsh quilt nearly two centuries old. Other notable pieces are a costume by stage designer Oliver Messel, a Victorian Morris & Co furnishing screen, and a Qing dynasty porcelain vase.
The V&A East Storehouse itself is a groundbreaking museum space located in London’s Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, transforming traditional museum experiences by offering unprecedented access to the V&A’s extensive collection. It houses over 500,000 works, including paintings, furniture, books, and sculptures, many of which the public can 'order' for one-on-one viewing sessions in specially set aside rooms. This innovative 'order an object' system allows visitors to engage directly with artefacts, fostering a more intimate and personalized exploration of art and history. The storehouse also showcases visible conservation work and features displays that invite visitors behind the scenes, reflecting a commitment to transparency and accessibility.
Designed by the architectural firm Diller Scofidio + Renfro, the Storehouse represents a new model for museums, where storage and exhibition merge into a seamless public experience. This approach aligns with contemporary trends in museum management that encourage democratization, research opportunities, and audience engagement. Located in a vibrant cultural district developed post-2012 Olympics, the space also plans to host future attractions, including the David Bowie Center, enhancing the area’s creative vitality. The initiative comes amid broader shifts in museum practices, with institutions moving away from expensive blockbuster shows toward sustainable, inclusive models that make collections more accessible and relevant to diverse audiences.
During her visit, the Princess of Wales enthusiastically interacted with the collection, describing it as 'so eclectic' and showing an evident enthusiasm for the arts and natural world. She selected items focused on nature themes, including a large William Morris samples book and intricate textiles, underscoring her personal connection to the objects. Her active engagement with the 'order an object' system, where she experienced handling and requesting artworks like any other visitor, embodies the Storehouse’s goal of breaking down traditional barriers between museums and the public. As patron of the V&A, Kate’s involvement lends a distinctive profile to the new venue while championing its mission to reconsider how cultural heritage is shared and curated.
Overall, the "Makers and Creators" exhibition and the innovative V&A East Storehouse reflect a significant evolution in how museums operate, blending heritage, accessibility, and modern visitor engagement under one roof. This marks an important step in redefining public interaction with cultural institutions, making art and history more tangible and meaningful for contemporary audiences.
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