BFC’s City Wide Celebration returns with free Newcastle headline event and 5G pop-ups
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The British Fashion Council has confirmed the return of its City Wide Celebration programme this September, bringing a curated schedule of public events and retail activations to London, Liverpool, Manchester and Newcastle. According to the BFC announcement, the month-long initiative is designed to connect designers, retailers, cultural institutions and hospitality venues in an effort to broaden public access to fashion programming and to stimulate regional retail engagement. 
Newcastle will host the programme’s local headline event, an “At Home With” talk presented by 1664 Blanc at Fenwick on Tuesday 30 September from 6.30pm–8.00pm. The BFC says the panel will gather celebrated designers to discuss how the city’s spirit and culture continue to shape creative talent; tickets for the evening are being offered free to the public, with booking details available through the national CWC channels. 
Carlsberg Britvic, which operates the 1664 Blanc brand, states that 1664 Blanc returns as Principal Partner of London Fashion Week for a second year and is presenting the “At Home With” series as part of a push to make LFW programming more accessible nationally. The company describes its role as combining experiential activations — from talks to themed events such as “Explorations in Blue” — with content and collaborations intended to raise the profile of emerging designers outside the capital. 
Local retail partners have framed the festival as an opportunity to showcase regional talent and customer-facing programming. Leo Fenwick, Strategic Partnerships Director at Fenwick, said in the announcement that the store was “proud to partner with the British Fashion Council once again” and looked forward to hosting the in-store conversation alongside Barbour and local designers. Helen Cowie, Centre Director at Eldon Square, stressed the shopping centre’s patronage of the BFC and described plans to use the programme to support grassroots talent in the North East while adding “credibility and expertise” to local fashion campaigns. 
Organisers emphasise that most activations in Fenwick and participating Eldon Square stores will be free and open to the public, with a fuller programme of promotions and pop-ups due to be published later in the summer. Eldon Square has also signalled a tech-driven strand to its offer, partnering with Sunderland Software City to stage a day of immersive installations: Sunderland Software City’s 5G Immersive Lab positions the shopping centre as a testbed for immersive and 5G-enabled experiences and provides a backdrop for public demonstrations and creative technology showcases during the CWC dates. 
Beyond Newcastle, the BFC frames City Wide Celebration as part of a wider strategic shift to decentralise British fashion: the initiative is presented as complementary to the BFC Fashion Assembly pilot and other efforts to amplify regional designers. Industry listings for the talk series name participants from across the UK — including household and emerging names — and the BFC has highlighted the involvement of regional partners such as Trafford Centre and Liverpool One to broaden reach. The council also named its roster of principal and official partners supporting London Fashion Week, noting contributions from brands and organisations including eBay, Dylon, Pandora, TONI&GUY and public backers. 
While the BFC presents the programme as a bridge between culture and commerce that will drive retail growth and deepen the fashion conversation, organisers acknowledge that the scale and impact of such initiatives depend heavily on partner support. The announcement thanks patrons and sponsors for their backing and invites the public to engage with the free events; the full CWC schedule and further ticket information will be released ahead of September. 
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