FKA Twigs steps in as All Points East headliner after Doechii withdraws
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FKA Twigs is stepping into Doechii’s shoes as West Stage headliner at All Points East in London, scheduled for Saturday 23 August 2025, after Doechii pulled out of the Victoria Park show and withdrew from two further European dates. The festival confirmed the last‑minute switch on Instagram, saying Twigs would replace Doechii and join a day already built around an all‑female bill that includes RAYE, Tyla, Jade, Nao and Montell Fish. The announcement comes as Doechii also scrapped appearances at Rock En Seine in Paris on Thursday and Bristol’s Forwards Festival on Sunday, with no reason given for the absences. The Irish News report emphasised that Twigs would headline the West Stage on the Saturday, marking a high‑profile turn in a day already packed with prominent acts. Twigs’s arrival is being framed as a pivotal moment for the festival’s weekend roster, designed to maintain momentum after the late change. (Source notes: Irish News; NME)
Doechii’s withdrawal has reverberated beyond London, affecting several dates across Europe and prompting organisers to scramble for replacements at short notice. NME’s coverage underscored the pressure on festival planners to preserve a compelling line‑up for Victoria Park, while The Independent framed the move as a setback for festival‑goers and the broader schedule, given Rock En Seine and Forwards Bristol were also affected. Doechii rose to wider recognition in 2024 with her mixtape Alligator Bites Never Heal, and her absence has prompted discussions about refunds and the fragility of festival programming when a headliner pulls out so close to showtime. (Sources: NME; The Independent)
FKA Twigs, real name Tahliah Barnett, arrives at All Points East following a period of notable artistic redefinition. Her ongoing creative arc—from the breakthrough LP1 in 2014 to Magdalene (2019) and her 2025 release EUSEXUA, which has positioned her at the vanguard of UK art‑pop—has been the subject of sustained media attention. The Standard’s culture pages and Far Out Magazine’s coverage emphasise Twigs’s current phase as a high‑profile, boundary‑pishing act, with both outlets noting the significance of her European festival appearance as part of a broader reinvention and the anticipation of new material linked to EUSEXUA. The last‑minute switch has also been described as a testament to Twigs’s drawing power and to the shifting dynamics of festival headlining in a crowded summer calendar. (Sources: The Standard; Far Out Magazine)
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