King Charles and Prince William favour Windsor homes over Buckingham Palace as the monarchy shifts focus
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Buckingham Palace, an emblematic symbol of the British monarchy, is poised to deepen its role as a working and ceremonial centre rather than a private royal residence. Despite its grandeur and historical significance, King Charles III is unlikely to take up residence there following the completion of extensive renovations scheduled for 2027, which come with a hefty £369 million price tag. The King prefers the more modest and homely atmosphere of Clarence House, located nearby, which he and Queen Camilla have called home for over two decades. Charles is said to view Buckingham Palace primarily as a "big house" suited for official business rather than comfortable living, a view shaped by both the building's scale and his environmental principles, which clash with the palace's vast upkeep demands.
Alongside King Charles's stance, his eldest son, Prince William, and his family appear to share a similar disinterest in Buckingham Palace as a family home. The Wales family is preparing to move from Adelaide Cottage to Forest Lodge in Windsor Great Park by the end of the year, signalling a significant shift in royal residential traditions. Forest Lodge, described as a "forever home," sits in a private section of the park and offers a spacious Georgian-style estate featuring eight bedrooms, marble fireplaces, a tennis court, and access to a lake over 4,800 acres of parkland. This move underscores William and Kate's desire for a more relaxed, rural upbringing for their children, allowing them to maintain hands-on parenting through routine activities like school runs and attending football matches.
The relocation to Forest Lodge also reflects the couple's wish for greater privacy and the creation of a home environment that contrasts with the formality and public exposure of other royal residences. The move follows a challenging period for the family, including Kate Middleton's cancer treatment and the passing of Queen Elizabeth II soon after their initial move to Adelaide Cottage, giving new significance to the fresh start that Forest Lodge promises.
Buckingham Palace itself will continue to serve as the monarchy’s central hub for official functions, hosting receptions, garden parties, and state events. Recent developments have seen the palace gradually opened to more public tours, including the newly accessible East Wing, where visitors can view art by Thomas Gainsborough and fine Chinese porcelain. This initiative is part of efforts to generate funds needed for the palace’s upkeep, ensuring the palace’s grandeur remains intact while adapting its role to modern expectations.
Despite some reports suggesting that King Charles disapproves of the considerable expenses involved in the Wales family's move to Windsor, viewing it as potentially extravagant, the continued preference for residences outside Buckingham Palace by both the King and his heir apparent signals a broader shift in royal living priorities. The palace’s enduring function as a "working palace" rather than a home aligns with the monarchy’s evolving image—balancing tradition with a more approachable and relatable royal presence.
Meanwhile, the royal family maintains other residences for different purposes. Kensington Palace remains the London base for William and Kate when undertaking official business in the capital. Balmoral Castle in Scotland continues to be the annual summer retreat for the extended Royal Family, affectionately described by Prince Harry as "simply a paradise," although Harry’s children have yet to visit.
In summary, Buckingham Palace’s future as a central but non-residential landmark for the monarchy reflects the personal preferences of the current and future monarchs for more intimate and practical family bases, alongside ongoing efforts to preserve the palace’s historic and ceremonial significance for the nation and its tourists.
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