Gorillaz revive debut album with immersive London residency at the House of Kong
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Gorillaz have launched a special run of four London shows by performing their self-titled debut album in its entirety, marking the first occasion the band has played at the House Of Kong venue situated in the Copper Box Arena at Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. The event is part of the "House of Kong" exhibition, which offers fans a rare, immersive glimpse behind the scenes of the band’s career and creative process, commemorating more than two decades of their virtual universe.
The opening concert featured a reimagined tracklist, kicking off with "M1 A1" rather than adhering to the original album sequence. Early hits such as "Clint Eastwood," "19-2000," "Rock The House," and "Tomorrow Comes Today" were among the standout moments, eliciting enthusiastic singalongs from the crowd. Frontman Damon Albarn, usually reserved on stage, engaged the audience with wry remarks about the album’s age and even halted mid-song to restart "19-2000" after a minor mistake, reminding fans of the live, organic nature of the performance. The band's sound was significantly enriched by a live ensemble, blending vivid guitar work and deep dub influences to accentuate the album’s eclectic mix of rap, punk, funk, soul, and pop elements.
The concert also incorporated projections of Gorillaz's iconic animated characters—2-D, Murdoc Niccals, Russel Hobbs, and Noodle—maintaining the group's unique blend of music and visual art developed by Damon Albarn and Jamie Hewlett. After completing the debut album set, the band treated the audience to selections from their B-sides and remixes collection, G-Sides, before concluding with Albarn kneeling and bowing in appreciation.
The subsequent nights of this intimate London residency will see Gorillaz performing their critically acclaimed second album, "Demon Days" (2005), their third, "Plastic Beach" (2010), and a "mystery show" rumoured to preview new material. The series is notable not only for the live performances but also for deepening fan engagement through the ongoing immersive exhibition, which has been open since early August and runs until the beginning of September.
Gorillaz, initially conceived as a semi-fictional band fronted by animated members, have enjoyed a notable history with five UK top 10 singles and two UK number one albums. They are celebrated for their innovation in blending diverse musical genres and their collaborative spirit, having featured renowned artists such as the late Lou Reed and Mark E Smith. This series of shows and the associated immersive exhibition stand as a testament to the band's lasting influence and their ability to innovate in both the musical and virtual realms.
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