Trevor Horn surprises fans by duet with Sophie Grey at London gig and announces UK tour
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Music legend Trevor Horn, co-founder of The Buggles, gave fans a delightful surprise by joining rising artist Sophie Grey on stage during her recent gig at the O2 Forum Kentish Town in London. The impromptu duet, featuring their rendition of the iconic hit "Video Killed the Radio Star," captivated the audience with its blend of Grey's Retro Electro style and the song's timeless new-wave spirit.
This unexpected collaboration followed the recent release of Sophie Grey's version of the classic track, which incorporates a futuristic, slow-burning synth production alongside a nostalgic touch. Grey, a classically trained pianist and keyboardist, refined her expertise at the Thornton School of Music at the University of Southern California under the mentorship of GRAMMY-nominated songwriter Dr Patrice Rushen. Reflecting on the song's enduring appeal, Grey noted that "Video Killed the Radio Star is a timeless song as history repeats itself and electronics rise again."
The original track by The Buggles holds a special place in music history, famously being the first music video played on MTV on August 1, 1981, preceded by the announcement, “Ladies and gentlemen…rock and roll.” Released in 1979, the song marked The Buggles' breakthrough after the partnership was formed by Horn and Geoff Downes during their time playing in Tina Charles' band in the late 1970s. The duo went on to join the progressive rock band Yes for the album "Drama" and Horn later produced Yes’s Grammy Award-winning album "90125" in 1983, as well as co-producing "Big Generator" in 1987 and "Fly From Here" in 2011, further cementing his reputation.
Horn's surprise appearance with Sophie Grey is particularly timely as he prepares for a short UK tour scheduled at the end of the year. The tour will see him perform three concerts: on December 18 at O2 City Hall Newcastle, December 19 at O2 Ritz Manchester, and December 20 at O2 Shepherd’s Bush Empire in London. Tickets for these shows became available for general sale on August 15, with a presale for O2 priority members beginning two days earlier. Each venue is known for hosting significant live music events, offering fans an intimate yet vibrant concert experience.
Meanwhile, Sophie Grey is continuing her own tour with additional London dates following her recent performances opening for notable artists such as Shaggy and Marianas Trench. Fans of both artists can look forward to seeing their unique musical talents both jointly, as was the case with the surprise duet, and separately as they advance their distinct careers.
The event in Kentish Town not only served as a memorable moment for those witnessing the live performance but also highlighted the bridging of musical generations. Horn’s legacy paired with Grey’s fresh approach exemplifies how classic hits can be reimagined for contemporary audiences, celebrating the evolution of sound while respecting its origins.
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