Alexandra Burke to star as Chaka Khan in debut of musical celebrating the Queen of Funk
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Singer Alexandra Burke is set to take on the role of Chaka Khan in the world premiere of the musical "I’m Every Woman: The Chaka Khan Musical," which will open at London’s Peacock Theatre from March 5 to 28, 2026. Burke, who gained fame after winning The X Factor in 2008, described portraying the “Queen of Funk” as a dream role, reflecting on her early career moments when she first auditioned singing Khan’s songs. The production will showcase Chaka Khan’s remarkable journey to stardom, her activism in civil rights, struggles within a challenging music industry, battles with addiction, and balancing the demands of being a working mother.
The musical promises to be a powerful tribute to Khan’s legacy, featuring her iconic hits such as “I’m Every Woman,” “Ain’t Nobody,” and “I Feel For You.” It aims to reveal the lesser-known facets of her life and artistry and comes with the official endorsement of Chaka Khan, though she will not appear in the show. The cast will be led by Alexandra Burke, who will portray Khan through various stages of her life, supported by a professional ensemble and live orchestration. Auditions for the role began in September 2025, seeking performers capable of representing the singer across her youth to her later years.
Alexandra Burke’s casting reflects her extensive experience and success in both music and theatre. Since her breakthrough, she has achieved three number one UK singles including the record-breaking “Hallelujah” and acclaimed tracks like “Bad Boys” and “Start Without You.” Burke has also become a prominent figure on the West End stage, with credits in major productions such as “The Bodyguard,” “Sister Act,” “Chess,” and “Chicago.” Additionally, Burke reached the final of Strictly Come Dancing in 2017, further showcasing her versatility as a performer.
The musical’s narrative is expected to explore not only Khan's career highs but also the personal challenges she faced, lending depth and nuance to the portrayal. Burke’s personal connection to the role was highlighted in her statements about her late mother’s influence and the significance of this opportunity in her artistic journey. She encouraged audiences to dive beyond Khan’s well-known hits and discover the breadth of her musical catalogue, which includes both her solo work and collaborations with the band Rufus.
This production marks a significant moment for both Burke and the legacy of Chaka Khan, celebrating a vibrant and influential career through the dynamic lens of musical theatre. It stands poised to attract fans of Khan's music as well as theatre-goers seeking an inspiring and heartfelt story of perseverance, talent, and cultural impact.
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