Paul Thomas Anderson’s One Battle After Another leads Gotham Awards with historic six nominations
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Paul Thomas Anderson’s gritty film One Battle After Another, starring Leonardo DiCaprio, is leading the 2025 Gotham Film Awards nominations with an unprecedented six nods. The announcement, made on Tuesday morning ahead of the awards ceremony scheduled for December 1 in New York City, marks the highest number of nominations in Gotham’s history for a single film. The movie garnered recognition in major categories including Best Feature, Best Director, and notable acting nominations for Benicio Del Toro, Teyana Taylor, and Chase Infiniti.
Released in late September, the film centres on Bob, played by DiCaprio, a washed-up revolutionary living off the grid with his self-reliant daughter Willa, portrayed by Infiniti. Their tense relationship unfolds amid harrowing circumstances when Willa goes missing and Bob confronts his past while battling a re-emerging nemesis. The plot, reportedly inspired by Thomas Pynchon’s novel Vineland, intertwines themes of paranoia and survival, marking a distinctive narrative within the current cinematic landscape.
The Gotham Awards, often seen as an early indicator of Oscar success, have expanded their Best Feature category from the usual limited listings to ten nominees this year. This change notably reflects the removal of budget caps, allowing high-budget productions like One Battle After Another, which reportedly cost over $130 million, to compete alongside more traditional independent films. Other nominated features include Bugonia, Hamnet, and Train Dreams, showcasing a diverse selection of storytelling styles and themes.
Critically, One Battle After Another has been exceptionally well received. It has achieved the status of the highest-rated movie of 2025 on Metacritic, scoring a near-perfect 96 out of 100, alongside a 97% approval rating on Rotten Tomatoes based on 69 reviews. This acclaim underscores the film’s strong artistic reception despite some concerns about its market viability. Analysts have pointed to the film’s lengthy 170-minute runtime and politically charged content as potential risks in commercial terms, although its $22.4 million opening weekend in North America and $26.1 million in international box office take indicate hopeful prospects for broader success.
The film boasts a strong ensemble cast beyond DiCaprio, with notable nominations also going to actors Jessie Buckley, Rose Byrne, Ethan Hawke, Jennifer Lawrence, Amanda Seyfried, and Tessa Thompson among others. Interestingly, the acting category also sees a unique father-son competition between Alexander Skarsgård and Stellan Skarsgård, further highlighting the diverse talent pool recognised by the Gotham jury this year.
While some anticipated titles like Marty Supreme, starring Gwyneth Paltrow and Timothée Chalamet, missed out due to unfinished production and delayed committee voting, the film landscape this year is marked by a blend of high-profile star power and emerging breakthrough performers such as A$AP Rocky and Abou Sangaré.
The Gotham Awards’ position as a prominent celebration of independent film, despite the relaxation of budget restrictions, continues to spotlight innovative cinematic achievements and serve as an influential precursor to the wider awards season. Since its establishment, the Gotham Awards have acknowledged films like Spotlight, Moonlight, and Everything Everywhere All at Once, all of which translated Gotham recognition into subsequent Academy Award success, setting high expectations for One Battle After Another and its peers.
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