Lloyd-Webber warns that Evita’s lessons on extremism resonate more than ever in contemporary revival
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The enduring relevance of the musical Evita has been emphasised by its co-creator Lord Andrew Lloyd-Webber amid the current climate of rising extremism across Europe. The production, which chronicles the life of Eva Perón—from her impoverished beginnings to becoming the influential wife of Argentine populist leader Juan Perón—holds a renewed lesson for modern audiences. Lloyd-Webber warned that the story’s cautionary themes about the dangers of extremist leadership resonate deeply today, perhaps even more than at the time the musical was first written.
Set in Argentina between 1934 and 1952, Evita follows the meteoric rise of Eva Perón, idolised as a champion of the poor and a pivotal figure in securing women's right to vote. Lloyd-Webber pointed out that while the musical was originally staged during a turbulent period in Britain marked by IRA bombings and societal unrest, similar extremist voices are now emerging across Europe on both political extremes. Drawing from Argentina’s history, he noted that despite being one of the richest countries, it suffered severe economic consequences under Perón’s regime. He described Eva Perón as a "very attractive extremist," highlighting the seductive appeal such figures can have and the importance of heeding the musical’s warnings in contemporary times.
The current West End revival at the London Palladium, directed by Jamie Lloyd, stars Rachel Zegler in her UK stage debut as Eva Perón. Zegler, previously known for her role as Maria in Steven Spielberg’s West Side Story, has been widely praised for her extraordinary performance and stamina, undertaking nearly all eight shows per week—a rarity in Evita productions historically. Critics have lauded the revival, with numerous major outlets awarding five-star reviews and applauding Zegler’s portrayal as “astonishing” and “enthralling.” The production’s energetic and contemporary vision has been celebrated as revitalising this classic musical for a new generation.
One of the standout moments of this revival features Zegler performing the iconic song "Don’t Cry for Me Argentina" from the outside balcony of the London Palladium. This innovative staging, which required delicate negotiation with local council officials concerned about business disruption, has attracted large outdoor crowds who gather for the free public performance. The balcony scene’s adaptation also included a nod to London’s 2025 Pride festival, further connecting the show’s themes to contemporary social movements. Composer Lloyd-Webber described the moment as “extraordinary,” reflecting Eva Perón’s historical connection with the public, though not all audience members agreed—some ticket holders expressed frustration that the live version was performed outside rather than inside the theatre.
The revival continues to generate enthusiasm, with live recordings from Jamie Lloyd’s production now released as an album featuring well-known songs such as "Buenos Aires" and "A New Argentina." Lloyd-Webber emphasised that these recordings are authentic, with no embellishments or vocal enhancements commonly found in modern productions, preserving the raw vocal performances heard by theatre audiences.
Evita’s latest staging at the London Palladium, running through early September 2025, is widely regarded as a landmark production that successfully bridges historical storytelling with pressing contemporary issues, reinforcing the musical’s cautionary message about the perils of extremism and charismatic leadership.
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