Buckingham Palace prepares for unprecedented Queen Elizabeth II fashion exhibition in 2026
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The largest-ever exhibition dedicated to the late Queen Elizabeth II's fashion will take place at Buckingham Palace in 2026, marking the centenary of her birth. Titled "Queen Elizabeth II: Her Life in Style," this landmark display is set to feature approximately 200 items from the monarch’s extensive wardrobe, with about half of those pieces never before shown to the public. The exhibition promises to offer a comprehensive overview of Elizabeth’s life through her attire, spanning from her childhood and early princess years to her seven-decade reign as Britain’s longest-serving monarch.
The collection includes some of the most iconic garments from the Queen’s wardrobe, reflecting not only the evolution of royal fashion but also broader British cultural identity across the 20th century. Highlights will include her wedding gown, intricately designed by Sir Norman Hartnell for her 1947 marriage to Prince Philip, and her coronation dress from 1953, also by Hartnell. Visitors will also see the apple-green gown worn at a 1957 state banquet in Washington, D.C., and a blue dress with a matching jacket worn by the Queen at her sister Princess Margaret’s wedding in 1960.
Beyond formal and ceremonial attire, the exhibition will showcase pieces from the Queen’s private, off-duty wardrobe. This includes riding clothes, Harris tweed jackets, raincoats, headscarves, and everyday items that reveal the approachable and practical side of her style. Notably, a transparent raincoat designed by couturier Hardy Amies in the 1960s will be on display. This avant-garde piece was created specifically to allow Elizabeth's vibrant daywear to be visible, regardless of the weather, underscoring her thoughtful approach to dressing for public appearances.
The exhibition is not just a journey through garments but also a rich exploration of design processes. It will feature original sketches, fabric samples, and correspondences that shine a light on how the Queen’s looks were crafted with careful attention to symbolism, silhouette, and function. These artifacts offer insight into the collaborative efforts behind her distinctive style, involving both her trusted designers and the Queen herself.
In addition to historic pieces, the exhibition will also present works by contemporary British designers such as Erdem Moralioglu, Richard Quinn, and Christopher Kane, illustrating the lasting influence of Elizabeth’s style on modern fashion. Christopher Kane remarked on the significance of the Queen’s wardrobe as a “living archive” and a “master-class in silhouette, construction, repetition, symbolism and, perhaps most importantly, restraint.”
Staged at the King’s Gallery in Buckingham Palace, the exhibition will run from 10 April to 18 October 2026, with tickets becoming available the previous November. It is expected to be accompanied by a book—"Queen Elizabeth II: Fashion and Style"—featuring contributions from fashion experts and designers, further deepening the exploration of the late monarch’s sartorial legacy.
This exhibition will not only celebrate the Queen’s unique influence on fashion but also offer visitors a lens through which to view the historical and cultural transformations of Britain during her reign. It promises to be a significant cultural event, attracting fashion aficionados, historians, and royal watchers alike.
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