London’s iconic ‘Spirit of Christmas’ lights mark tenth anniversary with new interactive Wishing Tree
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The streets of London have been transformed into a winter wonderland as the much-loved Christmas lights sparkle across the West End, marking the tenth anniversary of the iconic ‘Spirit of Christmas’ display. This seasonal spectacle has once again brought festive magic to Regent Street, St James’s, and surrounding areas, captivating crowds who gathered to watch the capital shine in celebration of the holiday season. Running until 4 January, the lights invite Londoners and visitors alike to revel in the sparkle and joy that characterise the city’s Christmas spirit.
The annual display draws inspiration from the very first angel-themed illuminations introduced in 1954, now evolved into over 30 illuminated ‘Spirits’ floating above Regent Street and St James’s. These radiant figures are crafted from more than 300,000 energy-efficient LED lights, designed to both delight the eye and minimise environmental impact. Additional twinkles can be found lighting up side streets such as Jermyn Street, Glasshouse Street, Swallow Street, alongside the enchanting Princes and Quadrant Arcades, broadening the festive atmosphere beyond the main thoroughfares.
A standout element of this year’s display is the illuminated Wishing Tree installed at St James’s Market. This interactive feature encourages visitors to donate to The Felix Project, a charity dedicated to redistributing surplus food to communities in need across London. Each donation triggers the tree’s lights to twinkle, creating a moment of shared goodwill that blends philanthropy with festive cheer. The launch event itself was marked by lively performances from local choirs and a touch of whimsy courtesy of Hamleys’ famous elves, adding to the celebratory mood as the lights were switched on.
Despite the widespread appreciation, the lights have attracted a mixed reaction on social media. Some commentators feel the seasonal decorations are appearing somewhat early, with one remarking that the lights were "a bit too soon" for their liking, while still acknowledging their beauty. Others have been more critical, branding the display as “ridiculous” or suggesting these might be the "worst yet." Such varied responses highlight the challenges urban centres face in balancing festive enthusiasm with public sentiment.
For those keen to experience the lights in person, the displays operate daily from 3pm until midnight, offering ample opportunity to explore the area’s vibrant shopping, dining, and cultural offerings. Regent Street and St James’s are well known not just for their festive lights but also for a mix of flagship stores, British brands, and renowned restaurants and bars, making the neighbourhood a hub of holiday activity. Visitors can also enjoy a range of theatre productions and cultural attractions, enriching their seasonal experience.
This year’s ‘Spirit of Christmas’ lights maintain the tradition of illuminating the heart of London with a blend of heritage and modern sustainability efforts. The use of energy-efficient LEDs and the charitable engagement through the Wishing Tree reflect a growing emphasis on mindful celebration, ensuring the festive period is both joyful and conscientious.
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