Edgar Wright's 'The Running Man' ignites buzz with ambitious dystopian thriller and Stephen King's endorsement
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Edgar Wright’s latest venture, The Running Man, has garnered a wave of enthusiastic acclaim following its London premiere on November 5, 2025, held at the Odeon Luxe Leicester Square. The film, a dystopian action thriller adapted from Stephen King’s 1982 novel written under the pseudonym Richard Bachman, stars Glen Powell as Ben Richards, a desperate man who enters a perilous game show in a bleak near-future to save his sick daughter. The film is scheduled for release across the United States on November 14, 2025, through Paramount Pictures, with a UK release on November 12.
Critics have lauded Wright for crafting what many describe as his most ambitious project yet. Reviews spotlight his deft ability to blend high-octane action sequences with sharp social commentary, reflecting on contemporary issues such as reality television’s pervasive influence and societal voyeurism. Industry insiders and entertainment outlets note that the film pulses with visceral energy and emotional stakes, making it a compelling piece beyond mere spectacle. One notable reaction at the premiere described the film as “action-packed, emotional, and a star vehicle for Glen Powell,” underscoring Powell’s rise as a potential leading man in blockbuster cinema.
The film, produced with a $110 million budget by Complete Fiction Films, was shot across multiple locations in the UK, including Glasgow and London, capturing iconic settings such as Wembley Stadium and Battersea Power Station. This expansive production scale supports Wright’s vision of a gritty and immersive dystopia. The ensemble cast features Josh Brolin as Dan Killian, the ruthless producer of the deadly show, Emilia Jones as Amelia Williams, Lee Pace as Evan McCone, Michael Cera portraying a fellow contestant, and Colman Domingo as the charismatic host Bobby Thompson. This rich cast rounds out a narrative that is both intense and deeply character-driven.
Notably, Stephen King himself has praised this adaptation, calling it “fantastic” and comparing it to "Die Hard for our time." King’s endorsement highlights the fresh and gritty take Wright brings to the source material. The story centres on an economically devastated 2025 America where Richards must survive 30 days in a live televised hunt, a concept that resonates strongly with current cultural obsessions with reality TV and the surveillance state. Wright’s direction, co-writing the script with Michael Bacall, builds a survival story with both depth and action, blending dark comedy with relentless suspense.
Box office experts have expressed cautious optimism about the film's commercial prospects. Predictions for the opening weekend in the US range from $19 million to $27 million, with some projecting a total domestic gross north of $80 million. While the $110 million budget sets a high bar for profitability, the strong early critical reception and vigorous marketing campaign could bolster word-of-mouth and help maintain momentum beyond the initial weekend. The film’s arrival is timed strategically ahead of the holiday blockbuster season, potentially positioning it as the preeminent action movie choice for audiences seeking a high-adrenaline experience.
Ultimately, The Running Man serves as a significant test for Glen Powell’s star power as a leading man capable of anchoring big-budget franchises. Having risen to prominence with roles in films such as Top Gun: Maverick, Powell now steps into a demanding lead role that melds intense action with emotional vulnerability. The film’s premise, anchored in a deadly game show where the protagonist must outwit assassins in front of a bloodthirsty TV audience, presents a timely critique wrapped in thrilling entertainment. The question remains whether this compelling mix will translate into sustained box office success, a narrative that will unfold as audiences flock to theatres starting November 14.
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