London prepares for groundbreaking 'Hunger Games' stage adaptation at Troubadour Canary Wharf in 2025
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The highly anticipated stage adaptation of Suzanne Collins' celebrated novel, The Hunger Games, is set to open in London at the newly constructed Troubadour Canary Wharf Theatre in autumn 2025. This marks the first-ever live theatrical rendition of the book and the Lionsgate film, seeking to recreate the dystopian world of Panem in a purpose-built 1,200-seat venue designed to deliver an immersive, cutting-edge experience to audiences.
The theatre itself, a £26 million project commissioned by Canary Wharf Group, is a striking chrome-and-glass "hi-tech colosseum" nestled in east London's financial district. It is equipped with eight vertiginous banks of moving seating that open or close to shape the performance space dynamically, alongside advanced stage mechanics involving scenery that descends from above or rises from a central pit. This innovative design, crafted by Miriam Buether, aims to mirror the menacing and intense atmosphere of the story’s savage "arena" environment.
The production follows Katniss Everdeen, portrayed in the premiere by Mia Carragher, a 21-year-old newcomer to the stage and daughter of former Liverpool footballer Jamie Carragher. Katniss, an unwilling participant in a televised fight-to-the-death orchestrated by the tyrannical President Snow, emerges as a symbol of rebellion and hope. The adaptation is penned by Conor McPherson, an Olivier award-winning playwright known for works such as The Weir and Girl From The North Country. Although McPherson endeavours to infuse psychological depth into the narrative, critics indicate that the limitations of stage storytelling, without the close-ups and cinematic techniques of the film, render this aspect less effective. The production, directed by Matthew Dunster, is said to excel primarily in its physicality, with martial arts, modern dance, and intense hand-to-hand combat sequences amplified by strobe lighting and white noise to deliver an adrenaline-charged spectacle.
The character of President Snow is voiced on large screens, with veteran actor John Malkovich featuring in pre-recorded segments, delivering the story’s grim catchphrase, "May the odds be ever in your favour."
While the theatre boasts state-of-the-art facilities and ambitious technical staging, some observers have noted the absence of high-profile film cast members like Jennifer Lawrence, who originally played Katniss in the movie series, arguably diminishing the star power that could attract wider audiences. The production has nonetheless secured a prominent place within London’s theatrical scene, promising extraordinary stunts and illusions designed to enhance the audience’s immersion in this dystopian world.
In addition to the performance space itself, the Troubadour Theatre has been developed with a broader leisure vision. It includes two bars, a 100-cover restaurant, and an external terrace overlooking the water, all designed to complement the entertainment experience and serve the bustling Canary Wharf community, known for its mix of workers, residents, and visitors. The venue’s construction also reflects a commitment to sustainability, incorporating repurposed materials and circular economy principles.
Ticket prices for the production are on the higher end, reflecting the scale and ambition of the show, with many seats priced between £100 and £250, and premium ringside seats going up to £365. Despite the premium pricing, the theatre is poised to become a new cultural centrepiece within Canary Wharf, which already boasts over 300 shops, cafés, bars, and an award-winning public art collection.
The Hunger Games stage adaptation is currently booking performances through to October 2026, aiming to carve out a significant theatrical legacy by bringing the globally popular story of survival, resistance, and hope into an innovative live format.
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