Several schools in Northern Ireland closed due to security concerns
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Several schools in Northern Ireland were closed on Monday morning due to a series of disturbing emails that prompted security concerns. The impacted schools are located in Strabane, Enniskillen, and Ballycastle and included notable institutions such as Strabane Academy, Holy Cross College, and Enniskillen Royal Grammar School. 
According to reports, the emails claimed to originate from an individual in the Republic of Ireland and indicated the schools would be targeted. As a precaution, the schools announced their closure, turning away pupils who arrived for the day. Local Councillor Jason Barr remarked on social media that schools in Strabane were closed due to these escalating security concerns, although he stated he was uncertain of the specific circumstances surrounding the situation.
In a statement, the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) confirmed they were investigating the communications. They reported receiving notifications on Monday regarding the emails and were actively liaising with the affected schools and the Metropolitan Police in London to address the ongoing matter. The PSNI added that further information had not yet been disclosed.
DUP MLA for Fermanagh South Tyrone, Deborah Erskine, expressed her concern regarding the emails, labelling their content as “despicable." Speaking to the media, she noted, "Early this morning I was in touch with the local Police regarding the despicable emails sent to schools in this area. Sadly the individual behind it sought to cause havoc across many schools in NI and elsewhere." Ms Erskine commended the rapid response and leadership of school staff and the PSNI in addressing the situation.
Despite the closures, some schools in the surrounding areas, including St Mary’s, St Catherine’s, Cloughcor, and Knockavoe, remained operational that morning. As the investigation continues, both the PSNI and local representatives maintain close communication with communities affected by this incident. 
An Garda Síochána, the police force of the Republic of Ireland, clarified that the matter of school closures in Northern Ireland does not fall under their jurisdiction and have not confirmed if they are collaborating with the PSNI. The situation continues to unfold as authorities work to ensure the safety of students and staff in the region.
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