Call for more male teachers to guide boys in schools
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In a significant address during the inaugural Festival of Childhood in London, Education Secretary Bridget Phillipson emphasised the pressing need for more male teachers in schools to act as positive role models for boys. She cautioned that the behaviour of young males and the influences that shape them constitute "a defining issue of our time." This speech took place on Thursday and was attended by various educators and child welfare advocates.
Phillipson's remarks echoed the concerns raised by former England football manager Sir Gareth Southgate, who recently highlighted the dangers of "toxic online influences." The Education Secretary expressed a similar sentiment, stating that society must "raise a generation of boys with the strength to reject that hatred," advocating for the virtues of curiosity, compassion, kindness, resilience, hope, and respect.
During her speech, Phillipson noted that schools cannot tackle these issues in isolation, emphasising the vital role that parents play in their children's upbringing. The current statistics reflecting the gender imbalance among teachers in the UK were alarming; she pointed out that only one in four teachers are men, with that figure dropping to one in seven in nursery and primary education and further to one in 33 in early years. Since 2010, while the total number of teachers has risen by 28,000, only 533 of those are men. "That’s extraordinary," she remarked, underscoring her desire for more male educators who can "teach, guide, and lead" boys in the classroom.
The backdrop to Phillipson's address includes a broader societal dialogue sparked by the Netflix drama "Adolescence." This series, which follows the life of a teenage boy embroiled in a murder accusation, has prompted conversations about the ways young men can be influenced negatively by online content. Parliamentary leaders, including Labour leader Keir Starmer, have acknowledged the show as a catalyst for a national conversation regarding the links between digital media and rising misogyny.
At the same festival, Dame Rachel de Souza, the Children's Commissioner for England, highlighted the concerning trend of children turning to technology at the expense of real-world connections. She warned that some "foundations of childhood are cracking," indicating a potential crisis in childhood development. De Souza urged adults to engage with young people actively and listen to their concerns, stating, "If we want children to experience the vivid technicolour of life, the joy of childhood, the innocence of youth, we have to prove that we will respond more quickly to them than Chat GPT."
Recent surveys, which included responses from nearly 19,000 schools and colleges—representing nearly 90% of educational institutions in England—reveal that over half reported concerns about online safety, while a significant number expressed worries about access to mental health services for children.
De Souza plans to focus on various areas over the next year, including the accessibility of mental health services for children, fostering trust in law enforcement, the impacts of "deepfake" technology, and the regulations surrounding mobile phone use in schools. These priorities are set against the backdrop of ongoing discussions about how best to support children in navigating the complexities of modern society, especially in the face of escalating online threats.
As the event unfolded, the themes of connection, responsibility, and proactive engagement emerged strongly, shaping a narrative about the essential roles of both educators and parents in mitigating the negative influences that young boys face today.
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