Education union chief calls for nationwide mobile phone ban in schools
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An education union chief has called for a comprehensive ban on mobile phones in all schools across the United Kingdom, citing concerns over the impact of unrestricted access to digital content on young people. Daniel Kebede, the general secretary of the National Education Union (NEU), highlighted the issue of children accessing "hardcore pornography" via their mobile devices, which he believes is detrimental to the well-being of both boys and girls.
Speaking to the Press Association, Kebede expressed his strong support for a statutory ban on mobile phone usage in schools. He stated, “I think it would alleviate pressure from school leaders, teachers, but also parents.” His comments come in the wake of a significant survey that revealed that the majority of UK schools have implemented some form of policy regarding mobile phone use during school hours. This survey, involving over 15,000 schools, found that 90% of secondary schools and almost all primary schools enforce some restrictions.
The existing policies demonstrate a variety of approaches, ranging from keeping mobile devices out of sight to complete prohibitions during lessons and lunch breaks. Some schools even take the step of confiscating phones and returning them only at the end of the school day. Despite growing calls for a total ban, the government has refrained from enforcing such a measure, preferring to empower headteachers to determine the most appropriate policies for their respective schools.
Kebede also referenced Australia as a model for potential reforms, noting that the Australian Senate has recently passed a ban on social media access for children under the age of 16. His comments align with the increasing concerns among educators and parents regarding the pressures placed on children by accessible online content.
Dame Rachel de Souza, the Children’s Commissioner for England, issued her support for individual headteachers who choose to enforce a ban on mobile phones, stating, "It should always be their choice, based on their knowledge of what’s best for the children in their own classrooms." This perspective reinforces the notion that the decision to restrict mobile phone usage should be localized, rather than mandated by overarching national policies.
In a related discussion in the House of Commons, Labour leader Keir Starmer described a legal ban on mobile phones in schools as "completely unnecessary." When challenged by Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch, he pointed out that most schools already operate under some form of phone restriction, thus suggesting that the issue may already be effectively managed at the local level.
The debate surrounding mobile phone usage in schools continues to provoke discussion among education leaders, parents, and policymakers as they weigh the potential benefits and drawbacks of such a ban.
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