SNP councillor Lloyd Melville faces allegations over treatment of women
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Lloyd Melville, a Scottish National Party (SNP) councillor in Angus, has come under scrutiny following allegations related to his treatment of women during his presidency of the Stirling University Scottish Nationalist Association (SUSNA) in 2019. Complaints were made by former members of this student group, leading to Melville being offered equalities training due to the concerns raised.
Several individuals who were part of SUSNA at the time reported that Melville's behaviour towards female members was troubling. Allegations included derogatory remarks where he reportedly referred to women who did not attend meetings as "lazy cows" and made jokes about the group meeting its gender quota when they were present. One woman who worked with Melville stated, “He made comments that weren’t appropriate. When we came to events or meetings, he would say that he’d met the ‘gender quota’ and things as if it was a joke.” This sentiment was echoed by another former member who claimed Melville repeatedly singled out women in meetings, alluding to a “feminist quota” while simultaneously belittling those who were absent.
Concerns arose that Melville highlighted female members only for the purpose of photo opportunities, with accusations that he would physically arrange women in front of male members during these events. The former SUSNA members indicated that he rarely provided meaningful opportunities for women, prompting two women to meet with him to address the issue directly.
In 2022, Melville was elected as a councillor and has since been employed as a caseworker for Graeme Dey, the current Angus South MSP. Prior to this, he worked for SNP MP Dave Doogan until December 2023. Melville is now aspiring to become an MSP himself in the upcoming Holyrood elections, seeking to replace Dey, who is stepping down amidst a wave of departures within the party.
Amid the unfolding situation, a source close to Melville characterised the claims as “vexatious” and politically motivated. In response to the allegations, he stated, “I attended a meeting to discuss the complaint where it was decided unanimously there was no action to be taken. As anyone who knows me will attest to, I am a strong supporter of gender equality in politics and all walks of life.”
The backdrop for these allegations comes at a significant moment for the SNP, as a notable number of serving MSPs, including former first minister Humza Yousaf and senior party figures such as finance secretary Shona Robison and transport secretary Fiona Hyslop, have announced their departures from Holyrood. This exodus has raised concerns among party insiders regarding the potential lack of experience in the next parliament, particularly in light of the upcoming elections.
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