Dublin school apologises for data breach involving student evaluations
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A school in Dublin has issued an apology following an incident where a list of senior cycle students, along with evaluations regarding their suitability for an upcoming mentorship programme, was mistakenly circulated within the school community. The incident took place at Mount Temple Comprehensive School, located in Clontarf, and affected dozens of students.
The alert was raised when the list was shared via Google Classroom, the platform utilised by students and educators for communication. The mentorship programme is slated to commence in the academic year 2025/2026.
In correspondence sent to parents and guardians on Friday, shortly after the incident, Mount Temple acknowledged the distress caused by the language used in the evaluations. The school stated, "We are really sorry that this happened and wish to apologise to any students, parents, and guardians who have been directly affected by this." The institution has offered to meet with families impacted by the incident.
Mount Temple confirmed that it had experienced a data breach and recognised that some personal information relating to students may have been compromised. An internal investigation has been initiated to assess the “full scope” of this breach.
The evaluations included brief comments on the students' suitability for the mentorship roles, which ranged from specific personal remarks to general statements such as "absolutely not" or "a gut feeling," the rationale for which was not elaborated upon.
In its letter to the school community, Mount Temple expressed understanding of the distress caused by the shared information, stating, “We also understand that some of the material involved in this breach contained language that has caused significant upset.” The school reiterated its commitment to rectify the situation, ensuring that measures are put in place to prevent future occurrences.
It further detailed that they are currently "working with professionals to investigate the incident thoroughly" and will communicate findings regarding the data that may have been affected, as well as the necessary steps for parents to take following the completion of the investigation. Mount Temple emphasised the importance of student privacy and stated that it takes such matters seriously.
The school has committed to transparency throughout the investigative process and promised to keep parents informed of developments. As a notable institution, Mount Temple Comprehensive School has a history of producing influential alumni, including members of the rock band U2. 
The Journal has reached out to the school for further comments on the situation, as well as inquiring whether the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner is currently undertaking an investigation into the event.
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