Over 90% of schools in England ban mobile phones
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In a recent survey reported by The Guardian, it was revealed that over 90% of schools in England have instituted a ban on mobile phone use. This prevalent move has sparked discussions surrounding the balance between managing student engagement and harnessing the potential benefits of technology in educational environments.
Dr Robert Harrison, the Director of Education and Integrated Technology at ACS International Schools, expressed his disappointment regarding the widespread adoption of this ban. He emphasised the need for a more nuanced approach to phone use in schools, arguing that educational institutions could better support students' development by teaching them how to use technology in healthy and constructive ways. 
Harrison pointed out that while addressing issues related to mobile phone addiction and social media is undoubtedly important, outright bans may not be the most effective solution. He stated, "All students should be equipped to access quality information and transfer knowledge quicker in their pursuit of independent learning." He advocated for integrating digital devices into learning, suggesting that they could play a pivotal role in achieving educational goals.
By encouraging a balanced approach, Harrison argued that schools could promote social interaction among children and facilitate learning that extends beyond the classroom confines. He further posed critical questions regarding the future competencies of young people, noting, "Shouldn’t we instead aim to help students become confident in using digital devices in and out of school?” He emphasised the importance of cultivating critical thinking skills that enable students to navigate online environments, which he described as increasingly influenced by disinformation and artificial intelligence.
As schools continue to assess the role of technology in education, the debate surrounding mobile phone use and its implications for student learning and development remains a significant topic within the educational community.
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